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Pusuic Law 601, 79rH Conaress 


The legislation under which the House Committee on Un-American 
Activities operates is Public Law 601, 79th Congress [1946], chapter 
753, 2d session, which provides: 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States 
of America, in Congress assembled, * * * 


PART 2—RULES OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
RULE X 


SEC, 121. STANDING COMMITTEES 


* * * * * * 
17. Committee on Un-American Activities, to consist of nine members 
RuLe XI 
POWERS AND DUTIES OF COMMITTEES 
* * * * +. * + 


(q) (1) Committee on Un-American Activities. 

(A) Un-American activities. 

(2) The Committee on Un-American Activities, as a whole or by subcom 
mittee, is authorized to make from time to time investigations of (i) the extent, 
character, and objects of un-American propaganda activities in the United States, 
(ii) the diffusion within the United States of subversive and un-American 
propaganda that is instigated from foreign countries or of a domestic origin 
and attacks the principle of the form of government as guaranteed by our Con- 
stitution, and (iii) all other questions in relation thereto that would aid Congress 
in any necessary remedial legislation. 

The Committee on Un-American Activities shall report to the House (or to the 
Clerk of the House if the House is not in session) the results of any such inves 
tigation, together with such recommendations as it deems advisable 

For the purpose of any such investigation, the Committee on Un-American 
Activities, or any subcommittee thereof, is authorized to sit and act at such 
times and places within the United States, whether or not the House is sitting, 
has recessed, or has adjourned, to hold such hearings, to require the attendance 
of such witnesses and the production of such books, papers, and documents, and 
to take such testimony, as it deems necessary. Subpenas may be issued under 
the signature of the chairman of the committee or any subcommittee, or by any 
member designated by any such chairman, and may be served by any persori 
designated by any such chairman or member 





RULES ADOPTED TO THE 83p CONGRESS 


House Resolution 5, January 3, 1953 


* 2 * * * * * 


RuLe X 


STANDING COM MITTEES 


1. There shall be elected by the House, at the commencement of each Congress, 
the following standing committees: 
* *k * oa * * # 
(q) Committee on Un-American Activities, to consist of nine members 
* * * * x * 4 


RULE XI 


POWERS AND DUTIES OF COMMITTEES 


* > * ” * - 7 

17. Committee on Un-American Activities. 

(a) Un-American activities. 

(b) The Committee on Un-American Activities, as a whole or by subcommittee, 
is authorized to make from time to time, investigations of (1) the extent, char- 
acter, and objects of un-American propaganda activities in the United States, 
(2) the diffusion within the United States of subversive and un-American propa- 
ganda that is instigated from foreign countries or of a domestic origin and 
attacks the principle of the form of government as guaranteed by our Constitu- 
tion, and (3) all other questions in relation thereto that would aid Congress 
in any necessary remedial legislation. 

The Committee on Un-American Activities shall report to the House (or to the 
Clerk of the House if the House is not in session) the results of any such investi- 
gation, together with such recommendations as it deems advisable. 

For the purpose of any such investigation, the Committee on Un-American 
Activities, or any subcommittee thereof, is authorized to sit and act at such times 
and places within the United States, whether or not the House is sitting, has 
recessed, or has adjourned, to hold such hearings, to require the attendance of 
such witnesses and the production of such books, papers, and documents, and 
to take such testimony, as it deems necessary. Subpenas may be issued under 
the signature of the chairman of the committee or any subcommittee, or by any 
member designated by such chairman, and may be served by any person desig- 
nated by any such chairman or member. 


VI 





INVESTIGATION OF COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE 
PACIFIC NORTHWEST AREA—Part 10 (PORTLAND) 


SATURDAY, JUNE 19, 1954 


Unrrep States Houses or REPRESENTATIVES, 
SUBCOMMITTEE OF THE COMMITTEE ON UN-AMERICAN ACTIVITIES, 
Portland, Oreq. 


PUBLIC SESSION 


The subcommittee of the Committee on Un-American Activities met, 
pursuant to call, at 10 a. m., on the sixth floor (Judge Claude MeCol- 
loch’s courtroom) of the United States Courthouse, Hon. Harold H. 
Velde (chairman) presiding. 

Committee members present: Representatives Harold H. Velde 
(chairman) and James B. Frazier, Jr. 

Staff members present: Robert L. Kunzig, counsel; Raphael I. 
Nixon, research director; and Earl Fuoss, investigator. 

Mr. Veutpr. The committee will be in order, please. As I men- 
tioned in opening the meetings yesterday morning, the physical audi- 
ence present are guests of the United States Congress. We are very 
glad to have you here but in order to do our work most efficiently and 
effectively it is necessary that we maintain order in this hearing room. 

The deputy sergeants at arms are here for that purpose. I was very 
pleased—the committee was very pleased—to see the decorum in the 
hearing room yesterday. I hope that it continues in the same fashion 
today. 

Are you ready to proceed, Mr. Counsel ? 

Mr. Kuwnzic. Yes, Mr. Chairman. Will Thomas G. Moore please 
step forward ? 

Mr. Verve. In the testimony that you are about to give before 
this subcommittee do you solemnly swear that you will tell the truth, 
the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God? 

Mr. Moore. I do. 

Mr. Kunzic. Would you state your full name please, sir? 


TESTIMONY OF THOMAS G. MOORE, ACCOMPANIED BY HIS 
ATTORNEY, LEO LEVENSON 


Mr. Moore. My name is Thomas G. Moore. 

Mr. Kunzic. Would counsel please state his name and address for 
the record ? 

Mr. Levenson. Leo Levenson, Portland Trust Building, Portland 4, 
Oreg. 

Mr. Kunzic. Mr. Moore, what is your present address, sir? 

Mr. Moore. 5112 Southwest Maplewood Road. 
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Mr. Kunzic. Isthat Portland / 

Mr. Moore. Portland 19. 

Mr. Kunzic. And your present employment, Mr. Moore ? 

Mr. Moorr. May I confer with counsel ¢ 

Mr. Kunzic. Yessir, please do. 

(Witness confers with counsel. ) 

Mr. Moore. Mr. Kunzig, in order not to waste your time and that 
the record may be clear, I would like to advise that I do not wish to be 
compelled to testify against myself in any way, and therefore, since 
it is my privilege and my duty to invoke my right under the Constitu- 
tion of the United States, I decline to answer that question under the 
fifth amendment to the Constitution of the United States guaranteeing 
that I shall not be compelled to be a witness against myself nor that I 
be deprived of liberty or property without due process of law, and 
econdly under the first amendment, as it is an invasion of rights 
guaranteed under the first amendment to the Constitution of the 
United States of freedom of speech, press, religion, and assembly. 

Mr. Veiner. Now, Mr. Moore, under the fifth amendment you are 
given a privilege not to testify against yourself. It is a privilege 
against self-incrimination. Is there something about your employ- 
ment that is incriminating / 

Mr. Moorr. May I confer with counsel ? 

Mr. Veupe. Certainly. 

(Witness confers with counsel. ) 

Mr. Moore. Mr. Velde, for the reasons heretofore given I hereby 
decline under the provisions of the fifth amendment to not to be a 
witness against myself. 

Mr. Kunzia. I respectfully request, Mr. Chairman, that the witness 
be warned of the contempt possibilities inherent in his answer and 
that he be directed to answer the question. 

Mr. Veupr. Yes: there is no question about it, your employment 
is a matter which this committee can legally inquire about, and you 
are therefore directed to answer the question as to your employment. 

(Witness confers with counsel.) 

Mr. Moore. Mr. Velde, I again decline under the constitutional 
guaranties afforded myself and all citizens in the fifth amendment to 
the Constitution of the United States euaranteeing that I shall not 
be compelled to be a witness against myself and, secondly, I invoke 
my rights and privileges provided for under the fourth, ninth, tenth, 
and fourteenth amendments to the Co onstitution of the United States, 
and the Constitution of the State of Oregon respecting substantive 
and procedural due process, freedom of conscience, speech, assembly 
and elections 

Mr. Kunzic. Mr. Moore, have you ever been a member of the Com 
munist Party ? 


Mr Moore. Fo the reasons that have ae heret« fore S tated, Mr. 
Kunzig, I again invoke my rights under the fifth amendment and de 
‘line to answer the question, and also ae the first amendment to the 


{ 
Constitution of the United States. 

Mr. Kunzic. Are you now at this very moment a member of the 
Communist Party / 
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Mr. Moore. Mr. Kunzig, again I invoke my rights as a citizen of 
the United States and of the provisions of the fifth amendment I de 
cline to answer respectfully. 

Mr. Kunzic. Mr. Moore, when we see what the Communist Party 
has done in Korea, when we realize what is going on in Indochina, 
when we see the problems all over the world today, it becomes of im 
portance to the people of this country and of interest to your Congress 
just what this Communist conspiracy is and how extensive it is in the 
United States of America. 

Won’t vou, therefore, cooperate with a duly authorized committee 
of your Congress which has received unanimous votes every time the 
problem has come up involving this committee, backing this commit 
tee, and in giving the committee the power to ask these questions, the 
Supreme Court has backed the committee and proven the power to 
ask these questions, won’t you therefore cooperate w on this committee 
duly constituted and answer the questions because we believe that you 
have knowledge about the Comumnist conspiracy Won't you even 
answer t he que stion: Are you a member of this ¢ Sccenet conspiracy 
at this moment as you sit in this courtroom ¢ 

Mr. Moorr. May I confer with counsel ¢ 

Mr. Kuwnzte. Please do. 

( Witness confers with counsel. ) 

Mr. Moorr. Mr. Kunzig:; I decline to answer. It is clear that I do 
not understand the procedural tactic that you are using. Therefore, 
[ have no alternative but to stand on my constitutional rights and in- 
voke the fifth amendment, that I shall not be compelled to be a witness 
against myself and that I be deprived of liberty of property without 
due process of law. 

Mr. Kunzic. Mr. Moore, isn’t it a fact that in the spring of 1948 
vou attended a select Communist Party caucus meeting at the home of 
Kenneth Fitzgerald the purpose of which was to select candidates for 
nomination to the office of State legislator and it was at this meeting 
that Homer Owen, Robert Canon, and Mike Loring were selected as 
he party can lidates for nomination to the office of state legis! 
Isn’t that a fact? 

Mr. Moore. Mr. Kunzig. it appears that that isa continuing question 
fthesametvpe. Therefore, I again respect fully decline to answer the 


ator ¢ 


question under the provisions afforded me by the fifth amendment. 
KUNZIG Have you ever been employed as executive secretary 
of the Provressi\ » Party 1 Portland 7 


Mh M MORE. Mr. Senities | decline to answer that question AS I do 
not wish to he compe ‘led to testi Fy rag ainst mvsc lf or to be in positio! 
to incriminate myself in any manner now or hereafter whatsoeve1 
Therefore, I decline under the provisions of the fifth amendment and 
under the provisions of the first amendment. 

Mr. KUNZIG. Well how, Mr. Moore. the Proeressive Party waisa duly 
constituted party on the ballot here. It was on the ballot in many 
states throughout the United States of America, if not all. Are you 
suggesting that to answer the question that you were a paid employee, 
the executive secretary of the Progressive Party, would in some way 
neriminate you? It is difficult to see how it could. 

Mr. Moore. Mr. Kunzig. I am not suggesting, e am standing on my 
rights as a citizen that all citizens have the right under due process 


${8069—54—pt. 10 
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of law that they shall not be compelled to witness against themselves. 
Lam not able to know when or where questions may lead or may not 
lead. I am not assuming or suggesting or insinuating to you that I 
um guilty because of my silence. I am invoking my constitutional 
right under the fifth amendment and the first amendment, if you 
please, sir. 

Mr. Kunzia. Did you ever work for the Federal Government ? 

Mr. Moore. Again, Mr. Kunzig, I decline to answer. 

Mr. Kcunzic. Well now, don’t tell me that it is a crime to work for 
the Federal Government. We're all working for it. Are you assuming 
that to work for the United States Government is a crime? Now the 
question Is very simp le. Did you ever work for the Federal Govern 
ment ¢ 

Mr. Moore. Mr. Kunzig, since my employment, my conduct is a mat- 
ter of public record for many years, I do not feel that at this point 
it would be of advantage for me to discuss it further inasmuch as it 
might be used as testimony against myself and since I am not, cannot 
be compelled to testify against myself, I decline to answer your ques- 
tion under the provisions of the fifth amendment, if you please, sir. 

Mr. Vevpe. Mr. Moore, you say that your conduct is a matter 
of public record. Can you tell us where we can get that record 

Mr. Moorr. May I confer with counsel ? 

(Witness confers with counsel.) 

Mr. Moore. Mr. Velde, upon advice of counsel, I decline to answet 
the question under the protection afforded me by the fifth amendment 
and the first amendment. 

Mr. Vevpe. I want to ask you again. Have you ever worked for 
the Federal Government ? 

Mr. Moore. Mr. Velde— 

Mr. Vewpre. That is, been employed by the Federal Government 
in any capacity ¢ 

Mr. Moorr. Mr. Velde, I respectfully decline to answer under the 
provisions of the fifth and first amendments. 

Mr. Vevpr. And you are directed to answer that question. Cer- 
tainly it cannot be a crime to work for the Federal Government, and 
you aré therefore directed to answer the question. 

Mr. Moorr. May I confer with counsel ‘ 

(Witness confers with counsel.) 

Mr. Moore. Sir, I respectfully decline again to answer the question 
under the provisions of the fifth amendment, that I shall not be com- 
pelled to be a witness against myself and under the provisions of the 
first amendment that all citizens are guaranteed that there shall be no 
invasion of their rights of freedom of speech, press, religion, and 
assembly. 

Mr. Veipr. Have you ever been in the armed services of the United 
States ¢ 

Mr. Moore. Mr. Velde, I respectfully submit that I shall decline to 
answer that question under the constitutional protection afforded me 
under the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Vevpe. And again you are directed to answer that question, 
Mr. Moore. 

Mr. Moore. May I confer with counsel ? 

(Witness confers with counsel. ) 
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Mr. Moore. Upon advice of counsel I again continue to refuse to 
answer under the protection afforded me by the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Kunzia. Now Mr. Moore, you stated or suggested a few minutes 
ago that your life was an open book and your record was a public 
record that could be looked at. I somehow doubt that fact, and | 
would like to ask you this question. Were you ever—isn't it a fact that 
you were on the ¢ Yregon State legislative committee of the Communist 
Party through 1947 and 1948? 

Mr. Moorr. May I confer with counsel ? 

(Witness confers with counsel. ) 

Mr. Moore. Mr. Kunzig, I respect fully decline to answer under the 
protection afforded by the first amendment and the fifth amendment, 
if you please, sir. 

Mr. Kunzic. Since everything you’ve done has been an open book, 
do your neighbors have knowledge of the fact and did you tell your 
ne ‘ighbors that you were on the Oregon State legislative committee of 
the Communist Party in 1947 and 1948 2 

Mr. Moore. Again, Mr. Kunzig, I decline to answer, the fifth and 
the first ame »ndments. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. Are you on the State committee of the Communist 
Party at the present time? 

Mr. Moore. Mr. Kunzig, again I decline to answer under the pro- 
tection of the fifth and the first amendments. 

Mr. Kunzie. Mr. Chairman, I have no further questions. 

Mr. Verve. Mr. Frazier? 

Mr. Frazier. No questions. 

Mr. Vevpr. I have no further questions. It does appear to me 
to be a shame that a citizen of the United States cannot answer some of 
the most simple questions for a committee of the United States Con- 
gress. You're excused and dismissed. Call your next witness, Mr. 
Counsel. 

Mr. Kunzic. Mr. Frank Patterson. 

Mr. Parrerson. I have no desire to be televised, sir. 

Mr. Veipr. Will you be sworn, first. In the testimony that you 
are about to give before this subcommittee do you solemnly swear that 
you will tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so 
help you God ¢ 

Mr. Parrerson. I do. 

Mr. Vetpr. And now you say you desire not to be telecast ? 

Mr. Parrrerson. Yes. 

Mr. Vetpr. The cameras will please desist from telecasting the 
witness during the process of this hearing. 

Mr. Kunzic. Would you state your full name, please, Mr. Patterson ? 


TESTIMONY OF FRANK V. PATTERSON, ACCOMPANIED BY HIS 
ATTORNEY, LEO LEVENSON 


Mr. Parrerson. Frank V. Patterson. 

Mr. Kunzic. I see that you are accompanied by counsel. He has 
been here before, but would counsel kindly state his name for the rec 
ord here? 


Mr. Levenson. Leo Levenson, Portland Trust Building, Portland, 
4, Oreg. 
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Mr. Kuwzic. Mr. Patterson, what is your present address ? 

Mr. Parrerson. 4223 Northeast Rodney, 1 -ortland. 

Mr. Kunzic. And your present employment, Mr. Patterson ? 

Mr. Parrerson. I am a bookkeeper, but at the present time I am 
unemployed. 

Mr. Kunzia. Would you give the committee a brief résumé of your 
educational background, please ¢ 

Mr. Parrerson. B. A., University of Washington. 

Mr. Kunzic. When ? 

Mr. Patrerson. Pardon? 

Mr. Kunzic. When was that? 

Mr. Parrerson. 1939. A year of graduate work, Washington, and 
LI..B. Northwestern College of Law, 1953. 

Mr. Kuwnzie. Are you a member of the bar ? 

Mr. Parrerson. I will confer with counsel. 

Mr. Kuwnzia. Go right ahead. 

(Witness confers with counsel. ) 

Mr. Parrerson. No. 

Mr. Kunzic. You are not a member of the bar at the present time? 

Mr. PATTERSON ‘T hat is correct. 

Mr. Kunzic. Have you ever been a member of the Communist 
Party ? 

Mr. Parrerson. Sir, I decline to answer that question on constitu- 
tional grounds. First, on the grounds of the first amendment in that 
it is an iny asion of : i person’s rights of freedom of speech, press, and 
assembly, and, aaa on the fourth amendment in that it is an inva- 
sion of a person’s person, and, third, on the grounds of the fifth amend- 
ment, 2 parts thereof: 1 of them being that a Ss shall not be com- 
pelled to testify against oa elf, and, second, also under the fifth 
amendment, that a person shall not be de pr ived of life, liberty, or prop- 
erty w ‘ilanaed due process of law, and I feel that this type of a hearing is 
an invasion of that feature of the fifth amendment because of the unfair 
procedures of the committee. 

Mr. Kunzie. Well now. Mr. Patterson, aside from your viewpoint 
about what is fair and what is unfair, you are here today, you are 
bei Ing : asked very simple questions, you are peng asked the questions I 
hone in a courteous vein, there is no excitement here and we are just 
interested in fir diate about the extent of the ( ‘ommunist conspiracy 
in thiscountry. We feel that we have evidence-——we know that we have 
evidence—that you know something about this, that you were part of 
it. We would like to have your testimony cooperating with the com- 
mittee telling us all that you know about the Communist conspiracy. 

Have you applied for membership in the bar ? 

Mr. Parrerson. I shall consult with counsel, sir. 

Mr Ky NZIG. Please do. 

(Witness « onfers with coul sel.) 

Mr. Pa rERSON. Sir, if a person’s application is currently under con- 
sideration by the Supreme Court of Oregon would it not be improper 
for me or for this body to inquire further into that ? 

Mr. Kunzic. I didn’t know that vour application was under consid- 
eration. Tam not from this part of the country. Your application you 
say is at the present time being considered by the Supreme Court of the 
State of Oregon? 
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Mr. Parrerson. I was asking if that were the case would that make 
a difference in your question / 

Mr. Kunzic. If your application is at the present time being consid- 
ered by the supreme court I will ask no further questions about your 
application. Is it presently being so considered ¢ 

Mr. Parrerson, That is the case, sir. 

Mr. Kunzie. All right. I do not wish, nor do we wish in any way to 
interfere with what is vomne on presently before the supreme court 
of this State. 

Mr. Parrerson. Thank you. 

Mr. Kunzia. Now, Mr. Patterson, let me ask you a few questions 
that mav not be going on before the supreme court of this State. Isn't 
it a fact that vou have been secretary for the Progressive Party of the 
State of Oregon, the Progressive Party, I said ? 

Mr. Parrerson. Well, sir, I decline to answer that on the grounds 
of the first and fifth amendments to the Constitution. 

Mr. Kuwnzia. You are the second witness today that apparently feels 
that there is something inerimins iting about being connected with the 
Progressive Party. How could the Progressi ve Party, a perfectly 
legal party on the ballot. possibly i incrimi nate vou ¢ 

Mr. Parrerson. May I say two words: “same reason,” as you ask 
these questions ¢ 

Mr. Kuwnzic. Yes, “same reason.” and I will understand means the 
fifth amendment and that your answer—when you say “same reason” 
we will understand that you feel that your answer would tend to in 

iminate you and vou, tl herefore. refuse to answer. Is that right? 

oo P ‘ATTERSON. Well, the “same reasons.” meaning the first and 

fifth and I also want to mention the 9th and 10th amendments. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. All right. Were you a member of the Progressive 
Party at all? 

Mr. Parrerson. I decline, same reason. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. Have you ever been secretary of the executive com 
mittee of the Communist Party in the St: ite of Oregon ? 

Mr. Parrerson. I decline, same reason. 

Mr. Kunzie. Now isn’t it a fact that you were one of the men who 
gave “educationals” as has been already testified here before this com 
mittee at Communist Party meetings, in other words, you instructed 
on the Communist Party line? 

Mr. Patrerson. Decline, same reason. 

Mr. Kunze. Isn’t it also a fact that you also gave Communist Party 


“educationals” at public meetings held under the auspices of the Com- 
raunist Party? 


Mr. Parrerson. Decline, same reasons. 

Mr. Kunzic. Now, Mr. Patterson, the reason why—oh, pardon me, 
go right ahead and confer with your counsel. 

Mr. Parrerson. Excuse me, please. 

Mr. Kunzie. Go right ahead and confer. 

(Witness confers with counsel. ) 

Mr. Parrrerson. Go ahead, sir. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. Mr. Patterson, the thing that makes your particular 
case so interesting is that you probably heard testimony here yesterday 
that you were expelled from the Communist Party in and about 1949 
because of the belief of the party—wrong belief as it turned out— 
that you were an informant for the FBI. And so I ask you now very 
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definitely, and here is your opportunity to explain clearly, before this 
committee and before the public, were you expelled from the Com- 
munist Party? 

Mr. Parrerson. May I again point out, sir, that J am here under 
protest and I decline to answer on the grounds of the Ist, 5th, 9th 
and 10th amendments. 

Mr. Kunzic. You were subpenaed to come here, is that correct ? 

Mr. Parrerson. Yes. 

Mr. Vetpe. I might say to you, Mr. Patterson, that in the his- 
tory of the House Committee on Un-American Activities there has 
never been a witness appear before it who has answered questions put 
to him truthfully who has ever been prosecuted for a crime. Now it 
is true, as you know, that many witnesses have been prosecuted for 
contempt growing out of their testimony before this committee. Some 
have been prosecuted for perjury growing out of their testimony. 
But I can guarantee you this that as long as you come here and tell 
the truth and answer the questions truthfully that, in my opinion, 
you will never be prosecuted for any crime. 

With that in mind, I wonder if you will give your country the 
benefit of your experience in the Communist Party, especially in view 
of the fact that you were expelled from the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Parrerson. I decline to answer on the grounds as heretofore 
stated. 

Mr. Kunzic. I ask you now, Mr. Patterson, if after your expulsion 
from the Communist Party in 1949 you ever made any effort to get 
back into the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Parrerson. I decline for the same reasons; the Ist, 5th, 9th 
and 10th amendments. 

Mr. Kunzic. Were you ever in the Armed Forces of the United 
States? 

(Witness confers with counsel.) 

Mr. Patrerson. Yes, sir; honorable discharge. 

Mr. Kunzic. What branch of the service did you serve in? 

Mr. Parrerson. Army, the Army of the United States. 

Mr. Kunzic. From what period of time until what period of time? 

Mr. Parrerson. June of 1942 to September 1943. 

Mr. Kunzic. From a 43? 

Mr. Parrerson. Yes, si 

Mr. Kunzic. Where were vou assigned during that period of time? 

Mr. Parrerson. I shall confer with counsel. 

(Witness confers with counsel. ) 

Mr. Patterson. Fort Lewis for the first 9 months, Pittsburg Re- 
placement Depot, Calif., for the ensuing 6 months. 

Mr. Kunzic. Were you a member of the Communist Party at the 
time that you were in the Armed Forces of the United States? 

Mr. Parrerson. I decline on the grounds of the Ist, 5th, 9th and 
10th amendments. 

Mr. Kuwnzia. I have no further questions of this witness, Mr. Chair 
man. 

Mr. Veupre. Mr. Frazier, do you have some questions / 

Mr. Frazrer. No questions, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Veuve. As a lawyer, or rather as a graduate of law school 
with an LL. B. degree, it is very oe pointing to see—— 

Mr. Parrerson. I didn’t hear vou, sir. 


COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE PACIFIC NORTHWEST AREA 6665 


Mr. Veupr. I say as a graduate of Northwestern University with 
an LL. B. degree it is very disappointing to me and I am sure to 
this committee that you are unable and unwilling to give us the infor- 
mation that we know you possess, information we know would help 
us destroy the Communist Party conspiracy operating here in this 
country. You are dismissed. Call your next witness, Mr. Counsel. 

Mr. Kunzia. Mr. Chairman, may I say that I hope and trust that 
the distinguished officials of the Bar Association of this county and 
this State will see fit to bring the actions of this witness before the 
supreme court of this State. 

Herbert Simpson. 

Mr. Vewpre. Will you raise your right hand and be sworn, please? 

In the testimony that you are about to give before this subcom- 
mittee do you solemnly swear that you will tell the truth, the whole 
truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God ? 

Mr. Simpson. I do. 

Mr. Vetpr. Will you be seated. 

Mr. Simpson. I wish to also request without TV. I don’t like to 
deprive the TV audience of this opportunity, but I am here under 
protest, and I feel that it is strictly a disadvantage. I have no right 
to cross-examine- 

Mr. Vetpe. Well now, would the TV cameras disturb you in your 
testimony? If we do turn the TV cameras off, if I direct that the 
TV cameras be turned off, will you then come forward and answer 
the questions that are put to you by counsel and by committee mem- 
bers ? 

Mr. Stmpson. I would say to that I will answer them protecting my 
rights as you will soon know. 

‘Mr. Veuve. Under the rules of the committee on the request by 
any witness that he not be telecast, the Chair must regretfully ask 
the television cameras to desist in photographing or telecasting the 
witness himself 

Mr. Kunzia. Would you state your full name, sir? 


TESTIMONY OF HERBERT SIMPSON, ACCOMPANIED BY HIS 
ATTORNEY, REUBEN LENSKE 


Mr. Stimpson. Herbert Simpson. 

Mr. Kunzia. Go ahead and confer with your attorney if you wish. 

(Witness confers with counsel. ) 

Mr. Kunze. Would counsel please state his name and office address 
for the record ? 

Mr. Lensxe. Reuben Lenske, Lawyers’ Building, Portland, Oreg. 

Mr. Kunzie. Thank you, Mr. Lenske. Mr. Simpson, would you 
please state you residence ? 

Mr. Stmpson. I refuse to answer on the basis of the 1st, 5th, 9th, 10th 
and 14th amendments of the Constitution of the United States. 

Mr. Kunzia. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully request the witness be 
directed to answer this question. 

Mr. Verve. Yes. Again let me say that the matter of your address 
is a matter which this committee has a right to inquire into, and I 
can see no reason how that could possibly incriminate you in any way, 
and you are directed to answer the question, Mr. Simpson. 








6666 COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE PACIFIC NORTHWEST AREA 


Mr. Simpson. I respectfully submit that I feel that this would be 
a violation of my rights under the Constitution. I decline to answer 
that question under the Ist, 5th, 9th, 10th, 14th amendments of the 
Constitution of the United States. 

Mr. Kuwnzie. Isn’t it a fact that you live at 9115 North Geneva, 
Portland, Oreg. ? 

Mr. Simpson. I decline to answer that question under the Consti- 
tution of the United States, articles 1,9, 5,10, and 14. 

Mr. Kunzie. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully request that the witness 
be directed to answer that question. 

Mr. Vetpre. Yes; again you are directed to answer the question. 

Mr. Srmpson. I respectfully submit, Mr. Velde, that I feel this 
would be a violation of my constitutional right, under the Constitu 
tion of the United States, under articles 1, 5,9, 10, and 14. 

Mr. Kunzic. Where are you presently employed, Mr. Simpson ? 

Mr. Srvrson. I refuse to answer that question on the Constitution 
of the United States under articles J We ee and 14. If I may, I 
would like to read those articles. 

Mr. Kunzia. We know those articles quite well, Mr. Simpson. | 
respectfully request that the witness be directed to answer the ques- 
tion. 

Mr. Veurpr. Yes. Your employment is a matter of which this 
committee has the right and duty to inquire into, and can see no way in 
which it could possibly incriminate you, to give an honest answer to 
that question, so you are directed to answer the Rapes ae 

Mr. Stmeson. I respectfully submit, Mr. Velde, that I refuse to 
answer that ores under the Constitution of the United States 
under articles 1, 9, 5, 10, and 14. 

Mr. Kuwnzica. Ww a you give this committee, please, a brief résumé 
of your educational background ? 

Mr. Srreson. I refuse to answer that question under the Constitu- 
tion of the United States under articles 1, 5, 9, 10, and 14. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. I respectfully request that the witness be directed to 
answer that question, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Vetnor. Yes, again vou are directed to answer the question. 

Mr. Stmpson. I respectfully submit that I refuse to answer that 
question under _ erounds of the Constitution of the United States 
under articles 1,5, 9, 10, and 14. 

Mr. Kunzia. a Mr. Simpson, did you ever go to high school ? 

Mr. Stmpson. Mr. Kunzig, I respectfully submit that I refuse to 
answer that question under the Bill of Rights of the Constitution, 
specifically articles 1, 5,9, and 10. 

Mr. Kunzig. Mr. Chairman, warning the witness of the dangers of 
contempt and that the committee may well consider him in contempt, 
I respectfully submit that he be directed to answer that question. 

Mr. Vetpr. Well, of course, Mr. Kunzig, the witness has the advice 
of counsel and I see no duty upon our part to further advise him as 
to the possibility of contempt citations. 

Mr. Srurson. I would submit that my counsel is not able to cross- 
examine any of the witnesses. 

Mr. Vetpr. I do want to say that you are placing yourself in a very 
good place for contempt action by this committee and by the Congress 
of the United States. 
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Mr. Kunzic. Would you direct him please, Mr. Chairman, to answer 
that last question ? 

Mr. Vetpe. Yes, you are directed to answer the last question. Do 
you remember the question, Mr. Kunzig ? 

Mr. Srarson. It isn’t necessary. My answer will be the same. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. In other words, no matter what the question put to 
you this morning your answer will be that you refuse to answer on the 
grounds of the fifth amendment ? 

Mr. Stmpson. Is that a question ? 

Mr. Kunzia. It sounds like it to me. 

(Witness confers with counsel. ) 

Mr. Stmpson. Not necessarily so. 

Mr. Kunzic. Not necessarily, all right. Then let me ask you this 
question: Were you ever chairman of the finance committee of the 
Communist Party for the State of Oregon? 

Mr. Stmpson. I refuse to answer that question under the Constitu- 
tion of the United States, articles 1, 5,9, 10, and 14. 

Mr. Kunzic. Were you ever chairman of the finance committee of 
the Communist Party for the city of Portland ? 

Mr. Stmrson. I refuse to answer that question under my rights 
under the Constitution of the United States, articles 1, 5,9, 10, and 14. 

Mr. Kunzic. Now isn’t it a fact, Mr. Simpson, that you have been 
in the Communist Party for 15 years and that this very moment as 
you sit before this committee of your Congress that you are a member 
of the State committee of the Communist Party of Oregon? 

Mr. Stmrson. I refuse to answer that question on the rights—on my 

eee under the Constitution of the United States, articles 1, 5, 9, 10, 
and 14. 


Mr. Kunzic. Were you ever in the Armed Forces of the United 
States? 

Mr. Srmpson. I refuse to answer that question under my rights under 
the Constitution of the United States under articles 1, 5, 9, 10, and 14. 

Mr. Kunzie. Mr. Chairman, I cannot see how it possibly incrim- 
inates anyone to be in the Armed Forces of the United States and, 
therefore, I respectfully request that this witness be directed to answer 
this question. 

Mr. Vetpr. Yes, you are directed to answer the question Mr. Witness. 

Mr. Stmpson. I respectfully submit, Mr. Velde, that I refuse to 
answer that question under the Constitution of the United States, 
articles 1,5, 9,10, and 14. 

Mr. Kunzic. I have no further questions, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Vetpe. Do you have any questions, Mr. Frazier? 

Mr. Stmpson. I would like to point out that these articles are amend- 
ments to the Constitution of the United States and are known, except 
for the 14th, are known as the Bill of Rights. They are contained 
in the Bill of Rights. Thank you. 

Mr. Vetpr. Just a moment. 

Mr. Kuwnzia. You are not finished yet. 

Mr. Stmpson. I’m not in any hurry. 

Mr. Frazier. What is that printed paper that you have been refer- 
ring to there and reading from? 
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Mr. Smpson. I refuse to answer that question under my rights 
under the Constitution of the United States, articles 1, 5, 9, 10—just 
a moment before I’m through answering. 

(Witness confers with counsel. ) 

Mr. Srupson. Under advice of counsel, this is a copy, a very beau- 
tiful copy, of the Bill of Rights as provided in the 10 original amend- 
ments to the Constitution of the United States in force December 
15, 1791. 

Mr. Frazier. And who furnished you that? 

Mr. Srmpson. I refuse to answer that question aw my rights 
under the Constitution of the United States, artic sles 1, 5, 9, 10, and 14. 
Mr. Frazier. Was it furnished to you by the € Communist Party ? 

Mr. Smpson. I refuse to answer that question under my rights 
under the Constitution of the United States, articles 1, 5, 9, 10, and 14. 

Mr. Frazrer. That’s all, Mr. Chairman. 

The Cuarrman. I wonder if you realize, Mr. Simpson, that if the 
Communist conspiracy took over in this country that you wouldn’t 
be allowed to bring that beautifully drawn up Bill of Rights and 
Constitution before a body of commissars in this country and do as 
you have done here today? I hope you realize that. Do you? 

Or do you believe that we would go right on in this country with 
the same United States Constitution, the same Bill of Rights, that we 
have lived under for so long if the Communist conspiracy took over ? 

Mr. Simpson. I refuse to answer that question on my rights under 
the Constitution of the United States, articles 1, 5,9, 10, and 14. 

Mr. Vexpr. The witness is dismissed. Call your next witness. 

Mr. Kunziae. Robert Canon. 

Mr. Vetpr. Will you raise your right hand and be sworn please? 

In the testimony that you are about to give before this subcommittee 
do you solemnly swear that you will tell the truth, the whole truth, 
and nothing but the truth, so help you God ? 

Mr. Canon. I do sir. 


Mr. Kunzic. Would you give your full name please, sir ? 
TESTIMONY OF ROBERT WISHART CANON 


Mr. Canon. Robert Wishart Canon. 
Mr. Kunzic. Would you spell the name, the middle name and the 
last name ? 


Mr. Canon. W-1-s-! r-t C-a-n-o-n. 
Mr. Kt NZIG. Ino te th: at you are not accompanied by vy counsel. Under 
the rules of this committee published in the blue pamphlet, the rules 


of procedure of this committee, you are entitled to have counsel. Rule 
VII says that, “At every hearing, public or executive, every witness 
shall be accorded the privilege of having counsel of his own choosing.” 
Do oe desire to testify without counsel, Mr. Canon? 

Mr. iwon. Yes, I do. 

Mr. Ki nzia. W en | you state your address please, sir? 

Mr. Canon. I live: t 2737 North East 11th. 

Mr. Kunzic. And where is that ? 

Mr. Canon. Portland, Oreg. 

Mr. Kunzic. Where were you born, Mr. Canon? 

Mr. Canon. I was born at Kansas City, Kans. 
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Mr. Kunzic. When? 

Mr. Canon. 1919. 

Mr. Kunzic. Could you give the committee a brief résumé of your 
educational background please ? 

Mr. Canon. Yes. I graduated from high school in Denver, Colo., 
went 2 years to the University of Colorado, and 2 years to Worcester 
College in Ohio. 

Mr. Kunzic. When did you graduate from Worcester College in 
Ohio? 

Mr. Canon. 1940. 

Mr. Kunzic. Was that the end of your formal education ¢ 

Mr. Canon. That’s right, yes. 

Mr. Kunzic. Did you serve in the Armed Forces of the United 
States? I might warn you that is considered an incriminating thing 
here, but would you tell us when you served in the Armed Forces of 
the United States. 

Mr. Veber. It is considered by some as incriminating here. 

Mr. Kunzic. By a very, very small minority I’m afraid, Mr. 
Chairman. 

Mr. Vevpr. We hope. 

Mr. Kunzic. We hope, yes. 

Mr. Canon. I volunteered for the Air Corps in 1940 and served for 
2 or 3 months, w: er out, and then I volunteered again in 1943. I 
spent about a year in Army specialized training program, and then in 
the combat waiteie I was discharged in October of 1944. 

Mr. Kunzic. Going on from that time, Mr. Canon, could you please 
tell the committee your employment, at least the highlights of your 
employment, from that time until the present ? 

Mr. Canon. When I left the Army I came directly to Portland. 
My prince ipal jobs were first with the ‘Bureau of Labor Statistics, the 
United States Department of Labor, and then I went to work at Reed 
College in the Veterans’ guidance center counseling veterans. I 
worked there from 1945 to 1948. 

Mr. Kunzic. Now you were at Reed College counseling veterans, 
but I take it that you were actually and technically employed at that 
time by the Veterans’ Administr: ation. Is that right ? 

Mr. Canon. Yes. 

Mr. Kunzia. Situated at Reed College? 

Mr. Canon. That is right. 

Mr. Kunzic. Now in 1948 did there come a change in your employ- 
ment ¢ 

Mr. Canon. In 1948 I became director of admissions at Reed College 
and held that position until the last of May of this year. 

Mr. Kunzic. As director of admissions of Reed College you were 
then an employee of Reed College ? 

Mr. Canon. That is right. 

Mr. Kunzic. Did you have any other position beside being director 
of admissions? 

Mr. Canon. Last September I became also dean of students. 

Mr. Kunzic. Dean of students? 

Mr. Canon. Dean of students, yes. 

Mr. Kunzia. I see. 
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Mr. Vetpe. I wonder if you would tell the committee a little bit 
more about your position as director of admission at Reed College? 
Just what duties did you have as director of admissions there ? 

Mr. Canon. Well the director of admissions there is simply the 
public relations man for the college in a sense, the salesman if you will. 
My job was to travel about the country interesting students in a Reed 
education, reviewing their credentials, admitting the new class. 

Mr. Frazier. Mr. Chairman, I didn’t understand when he became 
dean of students? 

Mr. Canon. I became dean of students in September of 1953. 

Mr. Kunzic. Now I understand that you are no longer employed by 
Reed College. What is your present employment situation ? 

Mr. Canon. Well at the present time I am unemployed. I resigned 
on the 31st of May of this year. I am going to seek new employment 
shortly. 

Mr. Kunzic. Now, Mr. Canon, before we go into further details of 
your testimony, let me ask you if you have ever been a member of 
the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Canon. Yes, I have. 

Mr. Kunzic. Would you tell this committee in some detail how and 
why you got into the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Canon. Well I got into the Communist Party primarily be- 
cause I felt that it was working a lot harder for democracy than—and 
with considerably less cynicism—than either of the other parties. It 
had a very strong idealistic appeal and I felt that times were such that 
it was necessary to join in with other people in trying to accomplish 
some of the social aims that seemed important to me at the time. 

The Communist Party was actually a subsidiary in a sense and my 
primary interests were in many other organizations; in racial organi- 
zations, in veterans’ organizations and so forth, and civil rights, and 
through these organizations I came into contact with people who iden- 
tified themselves as Communists. And from what I could see of these 
people, they were perfectly loyal Americans and seemed to be doing a 
very splendid job along the lines of my interest. 

Mr. Kunzic. Now Mr. Canon, I note that you mention that there 
were other groups that you were connected with, I think that it would 
be of interest to the community and of great value in our overall testi- 
mony for you to explain in detail the different types of groups that you 
belonged to and how, one after the other, they led to the final step 
which was the joining of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Canon. The first organization which I joined in moving to 
Portland was the Urban League. 

Mr. Kunzic. Urban League? 

Mr. Canon. Urban League, U-r-b-a-n. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. Tell us somthing about the Urban League, please. 

Mr. Canon. Well the Urban League was and is a nationwide organ- 
ization dedicated to the task of trying to bring greater understanding 
amongst both white and Neg gro peop les as to their problems of living 
compatibly together. It is an organization which in Portland has 
concentrated primarily on finding for Negro seo equal job oppor- 


tunities, equal economic opportunities. The *y have done a very excel- 
lent job. 
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I became active in the Urban League first. And ry almos t simul- 
taneously I became active in what is known as the I. C. A. 3) P3,tb 
Inde} vendent Citizens’ Committee of the Arts, Sciences, “and P ie 
i I might say that when I got out of the Army and came to Port- 
land it was just prior to the 1944 elections and I worked very en 
for the reelection of Franklin Roosevelt, and then I got into the I. C. 
A. S. P.. whi h later developed into the Progressive Citizens of rhe r- 
ica, which in turn developed into the Progressive Party, and I was 
interested and active in all those organizations. 

Mr. Kunzic. What sort of work did you do in the Independent 
Citizens’ Committee of the Arts, Sciences, and Professions ? 

Mr. Canon. Well I did practically no work there. It was more of 
a discussion group. 

Mr. Kuwzia. I think that the record should show at this time, Mr. 

Chairman , that the Independent Citizens’ Committee of the Arts, 
Sciences and Professions is a cited Communist-front org ranization from 
as early as this period, 1950-51, and it was cited, of course, after the 
period of time that you were active in it at that period but, of course, 
it was cited for the activities throughout the country that took place 
during the period of time that you were a member. 

Mr. Canon. All that I knew of that organization is that it had as- 

sted material ly in the reelection of President Roosevelt. And then 
I ae lped to organize and became one of the first chairmen of the oe Y- 
ican Veterans’ Committee which I presume that you know somethir 
of. I became very active in veterans’ affairs. 

Mr. Vextpe. That isn’t to be confused with what is known as Amvets 
is it 2 

Mr. Canon. No, no, those are two separate organizations. This was 
organized by Charles Bolte. It was an organization which—I beg 
your pardon, 

Mr. Kuwnzia. How do you spell Bolte 2 

Mr. Canon. Bolte, B-o-l-t-e. Its principal appeal was that they 
were calling upon veterans to join together briefly to try and help in 
the period of readjustment, but that then they would dissolve, that 
this was not to become another political pressure group or something 
of the sort. 

Mr. Kunzic. Now did peop le ths at you met in these v: arious groups, 
such as the Independent Ww itizens’ Committee of the Arts, Sciences and 
Professions, the A. V. ., and so forth, did peop le that you met in 
there turn out later to be also people that you knew later as Com- 
munists? 

Mr. Canon. Some, yes. 

Mr. Kunzic. Was it association with those people that gradually 
led you into association into the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Canon. I would think so to some extent. As I became more 
and more active in organizations. I became a joiner, in a sense. I 
was tremendously enthusiastic about being a citizen, my responsibil- 
ities of citizenhip, and so on and so forth, and as I became more active 
I couldn’t help but become more and more interested in the problems 
of civil rights. I would say that this alone was the most enaniaas 
factor in carrying me into the Communist P arty. As a veteran, for 
example, as the State director of the American Veterans’ Committee, 
I was frequently labeled a Communist. I was not a Communist. I 
became resentful. 
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Mr. Kuwnztc. You weren’t at that time. 

Mr. Canon. I was not at that time, and I became resentful. I realize 
that civil rights must be protected, and the right of an American to 
stand up and say whi at he believed, and so forth, but as I became inter- 
ested in veterans’ affairs, in Negro affairs, and so forth, I saw that 
publicly the Communist Party was standing for each of these things 
which I stood for, and, since I joined a dozen organizations anyway, 
T thought this was another excellent one to join. 

Mr. Vener. Let’s get it straight, again, professor. During what 
period of time was this, that you were gradually indoctrinated ? 

Mr. Canon. This was from the time that I came to Portland in late 
1944 up until January of 1947 when I actually affiliated with the Com- 
munist Party. 

Mr. Verpr. Thank you. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. Which came first, your affiliation with the Communist 
Party—I want to get the dates straight—or your employment, vour 
actu: al Sw wite -+h-over of employment to be director of admissions of Reed 
College 

Mr. C Anon. My joining the Communist Party came first. 

Mr. Kunzitc. So that when you were employed as director of admis- 
sions at Reed College you were at that very moment a member of the 
Communist Party? 

Mr. Canon. Well, no. Actually I had pulled out so far as I was 
concerned. ’ 

Mr. Kounzia. Now what was the date that you became director of 
admissions? That was in 1948: is that right ? 

Mr. Canon. That’s right. I became director of admissions in De- 
cember of 1948 

Mr. Kunzie. And when did you get out of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Canon. Well, as near to that date as I possibly could. 

Mr. Kuwnzie. Just prior to it, in other words? 

Mr. Canon. That’s right. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. So you were in the party from 1947 until roughly the 
end of 1948? 

Mr. Canon. That’s right. 

Mr. Kunzic. After the elections of 1948? 

Mr. Canon. That’s right. 

Mr. Kunzic. Now those elections were elections in which you your- 
self ran; is that correct? 

Mr. Canon. That’s correct. I had also become a member of the 
Young Democrats of Oregon and was a registered Democrat. I de- 
cided to run in the May primaries of 1948. 

Mr. Kunzia. For what position ? 

Mr. Canon. For the house of representatives of the legislature in 
Salem. I ran in the primaries as a Democrat, as a Roosevelt Demo- 
crat, somewhat distinguished from more conservative Democrats, and 
did receive the nomination through the primaries. 

Mr. Kunzic. So you were nominated on the Democratic ticket as 
vou say on the Rooseve It Democratic ticket to run for the State legis- 
lature, but at that time you were actually a member of the Communist 
Party ? 

Mr. Canon. That’s right. I was. 
Mr. Kuwnzie. You were probably also endorsed by the Progressive 


Party, were you? 
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Mr. Canon. Then the Progressive Party was organized formally in 
the summer of 1948, and I received their coendorsement, and on the 
ballot in November I was listed Democrat-Progressive. 

Mr. Kuwnzie. But it didn’t say Democrat-Progressive-Communist ? 

Mr. Canon. No, it did not. 

Mr. Kuwnzie. I think, Mr. Chairman, before we go further into de- 
tails about how he received his nomination, that this would be a good 
moment for perhaps a 10-minute break. 

Mr. Vetpe. Yes. The committee will be in recess for 10 minutes. 

(Ten-minute recess. ) 

Mr. Vetpr. The committee will be in order, please. You may 
proceed, Mr. Counsel. 

Mr. Kunzic. Mr. Canon, at the time we took the break, we were dis- 
cussing your nomination to run for office here for the State legislature, 
and I wish you would, please, give us in some detail how that took 
place, whether you volunteered, whether the Communist Party selected 
you, how they managed to get you put across to the Progressive Party, 
how they managed to put you across to the Democratic Party on which 
ticket you were finally nominated. Would you describe the whole situ- 
ation in detail, please ? 

Mr. Canon. 1 don’t remember too much detail actually. I know 
that the initiative did not come from me. I was asked by a number of 
people, I think people primarily in the Young Democrats, if I would 
run for the State legislature, and I did agree to run. 

Mr. Kunzic. In fairness to the whole picture, they, of course, did 
not know that you were a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Canon. Well, the Young Democrats at this time were quite a 
small organization, and I think a good many of the members were at 
that time rather interested in the Communist Party. 

Mr. Kuwnzia. Are you suggesting that there were others who were 
members of the Communist Party, too? 

Mr. Canon. I don’t understand you. 

Mr. Kunzic. Are you suggesting that there were other members of 
the group—you have just discussed the Young Democrats, who were 
members of the Communist Party, too. 

Mr. Canon. Yes, I would—that is what I meant to say. I can’t 
remember exactly from what official organization I received an invita- 
tion to run because there was something of an interlocking directorate. 

Mr. Konzia. An interlocking directorate by and between whom ? 

Mr. Canon. What I’m trying to say is that a group of people who 
were interested in a number of organizations, among them the Com- 
munist Party, discussed this matter with me, and I wouldn’t say that 
the call came expressly from the Communist Party, but I think it 
vame from, in the name of the Young Democrats. 

Mr. Kunzic. Who were the people who discussed this with you? 

Mr. Cannon. Well Kenneth Fitzgerald was the man who was most 
instrumental I would say in having me run for offic e. 

Mr Kuwnzic. Kenneth Fitzgerald is the man who testified here yes- 
terday ? 

Mr. Canon. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Kunzic. He refused to answer questions when put to him. Let 
me ask you now, did you know Kenneth Fitzgerald to be a member of 
the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Canon. Yes; I did. 
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Mr. Kunzic. He was a member with you? 

Mr. Canon. That’s right. 

Mr. Kunzic. No doubt in your mind whatsoever ? 

Mr. Canon. No, sir. 

Mr. Kunzic. Who were some of the others who persuaded you to run 
for public office ? 

Mr. Canon. That I simply can’t remember. 

Mr. Kunzic. You remember Kenneth Fitzgerald, and you can’t 
remember any others? 

Mr. Canon. I remember him particularly. 

[r. Kunzic. Now this running for office, I presume, was the same 
type of situation as in the case of Homer Owen who testified here yes- 
terday ¢ 

Mr. Canon. That’s right. 

Mr. Kunzic. He, also, ran at the same time? 

Mr. Canon. That’s richt. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. And also in the same circumstances and the same 
auspices and so forth ? 

Mr. Canon. That’s right. 

Mr. Kunzica. And you knew him, of course, well ? 

Mr. Canon. Yes; I did. 

Mr. Kunzic. Youstill know him; isthat right ? 

Mr. Canon. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Kunzic. And you knew him to be a member of the Communist 
Party? 

Mr. Canon. Yes: I did. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. His identification of you as a member of the Commu- 
nist Party was, of course, correct? — 

Mr. Canon. That is correct. 

Mr. Kunzia. Now when you ran for office did you win? 

Mr. Canon. I did win in the primaries. I won by a rather over- 
whelming majority as I recall. And then when I accepted the coen- 
dorsement of the Progressive Party I lost—either the bottom man or 
the second from the bottom, I don’t know which. 

Mr. Veupr. In the November election you were on the regular 
Democratic ballot and on the Progressive ballot also: is that right ? 

—) ‘ANON. I wasa regular nominee—I was a nominee of the Demo- 
cratic Party by virtue of the May primaries. I was a nominee of the 
Progressive Party by virtue of a convention nomination. But on the 
ballot I was listed as “Democrat-Progressive.” 

Mr V ELDE. | see. 

Mr. Canon. You are able in this State to run on two tickets. I was 
not registered as a Progressive, however. 

Mr. Vevpr. Did you do anything publicly to accept the Progressive 
Party nomination ? 

Mr. Canon. Oh, yes: I went to the Progressive Party Convention, 
participated in it and publicly accepted the endorsement of the Pro- 
gressive Party. 

Mr. Veupr. I see. I don’t want to go back over old testimony, 
but you mentioned some of the organizations which you belonged to 
in the 1940's, the early 1940's, that you thought led you to joining 
the Communist Party. Did you ment ion all those organizations now ? 
Have you mentioned all of the organizations that you belonged to? 
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Mr. Canon. I gave you the names of all of the organizations to 
which I be longed prior to going into t the Communis t Party, I be lieve. 
I did take part in other organizations at a later time. 

Mr. Vexwpe. I see. 

Mr. Kunzic. In order to get those dates straight that the chair- 
man was just talking about, that was in 1946, 1947, that period of 
time; is that right ? 

Mr. Canon. That is right, 1946, 1947; I should say the middle 
1940's. 

Mr. Vetpr. The middle 1940’s instead of the early 1940's. 

Mr. Kunzic. One of the groups that you mentioned was the Urban 
League. I want to give you an opportunity to say more about the 
Urban League so that under no circumstances is there an implication 
that there is any subversive tint to the U rban League. Would you 
testify corse r along that at the present time # 

Mr ‘ANON. I would appreciate that. The Urban League was or- 
miei I believe here in Portland, in 1945, under the leadership of 
Bill Berry. This organization did attract, of course—— 

Mr. Kunzic. How do you spell Berry ? 

Mr. Canon. B-e-r-r-y. 

Mr. Canon. The organization did attract a considerable number of 
people of all political colorations. We had quite a problem in Port- 
land at this time with a vast inmigration of Negro people and we 
were all of us seriously concerned about the problem of integration. 

Among those people who were attracted were naturally many peo- 
ple in the Communist Party. However, Bill Berry made it quite clear 
from the beginning that his organization was a service group, was not 
in any way to become a political football, and I think that he scrupu- 
lously avoided a tie-in — any special interest group. A little later, 
I would say in 1947 or so, the Urban League became quite unpopular 
with the Communist Party because of the attitude which Mr. Berry 
had taken, that he was considered a social democrat, something of this 
sort, th: at he was not interested in a mass organization, he was inter- 
ested in an elite organization, the intellectuals of both Negro and 
white groups, and that this was not something to which the Com- 
munist Party could lend its support. 

I don’t think that the Urban League has been at any time involved 
in Communist Party activities here. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. I think that the record should show, Mr. Chairman, 
that no inference should be taken in any way against the U rban 
Le: es to testimony given here in public session. 

Mr. Vextpr. Yes; t the record will so state. 

Mr. Ke nz1a. Mr. Canon, did you ever have any connection with 
the Civil Rights Congress of Oregon about which there was some testi- 
mony yesterday ? 

Mr. Canon. Yes: I was the cochairman of the Civil Rights Congress 
when it was organized. I don’t recall the year. I would judge 1947. 
IT would think that it was 1947. Don Wollam and I—— 

Mr. Kunzic. Would you spell that name please ? 

Mr. Canon. I believe that it is W-o-l-l-a-m. I can’t tell you. I 
don’t know. 


Mr. Kunzic. W-o-]-l-a-m, Don Wollam ; yes—— 
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Mr. Canon. I had been working just prior to this on a problem 
of some Spanish boys, Spanish refugee boys, who were stranded in 
Portland. I was interested in their plight and in that connection 
came to know, I came to know, Irvin Goodman and —— 

Mr. Kunzic. Came to know who? 

Mr. Canon. Irvin eenan an attorney here, who was also inter- 
ested in the plight of these boys. He then later, on the basis of that 
friendship, asked me if I would be interested in helping—if he would 
serve as counsel if I would be interested—get together a group who 
would be able in the event that something of this sort happened to offer 
protection for people on the basis of civil rights, to help protect their 
civil rights. 

Don Wollam and I did cochair it. We went about as far as to have 
letterheads, stat ionery p! inted, a number of national officers. Actually 
we did practically no work. There was no issue before us. 

Mr. Kunzic. Now let me ask this. You say that it was roughly in 
1947 when you became active in the Civil Rights Congress. How long 
did you remain active / 

Mr. Canon. That I can’t tell you. 

Mr. Kunzic. A year? 

Mr. Canon. Well, it was an organization which was founded for 
future need. The only time that I did anything in the name of the Civil 
Rights Congress, I did receive a wire from somebody in New York 
asking me to arrange a meeting for Gerhart Eisler. 1 am still fuzzy 
on the details of that but apparently Gerhart Eisler was out on bail 
and wanted to take a national tour to explain his point of view. He 
wanted to explain that he was a political prisoner. I received a wire 
asking that I set up a meeting in Portland under the auspices of the 
Civil Rights Congress, which I did. I got into a great deal of difficulty 
because I arranged for the meeting in one of the public schools and 
the school board heard about it, denied me the use of the school build- 
ing, and I went before the school board and fought a battle on it. I 
was defeated, but prior to this Gerhart Eisler left for Germany and 
so the whole thing was without avail. And so that was the only time 
that I did any work for the Civil Rights Congress, and where the 
letterhead stationery went, I don’t know. 

Mr. Vexpe. Was that in line with what Irvin Goodman asked 
you to do, that is, to take it up with the Civil Rights Congress in order 
to defend so-called political pr isoners and people who appeared before 
the Un-American Activities Committee and so forth ? 

Mr. Canon. Well as I recall Mr. Goodman felt that the American 
Civil Liberties League [Union] was not going to be willing in the fu- 
ture to militantly defend the rights of people on the leftwing. He be- 
lieved that it was necessary, regardless of whether or not you believed 
in communism, it was necessary until such time as the party was mé ade 
illegal, that Communists be afforded adequate protection and ade- 
quate audience. Mr. Goodman, I am sure, wanted to see this organiza- 
tion organized for the sole purpose of providing legal assistance to 
those who might otherwise be denied legal assistance. 

Mr. Vetpr. And were you a Communist at that time, Mr. Canon? 

Mr. Canon. Yes, I was. 

Mr. Vevor. Did Mr. Goodman know that you were a Communist? 
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Mr. Canon. I can’t answer that. I don’t know. I was always told 
that Mr. Goodman was not a Communist himself. Whether he knew 
about me, I can’t say. 

Mr. Kunzic. Mr. Chairman, I think the record should show that, at 
this point, na the Civil Rights Congress was declared subversive and 
Communist by Attorney General Tom Clark on December 4, 1947, 
That was released at that time all over the country. 

I would like to ask you this question. When that happened did you 
make any effort to disassociate yourself with this group which the 
Attorney General of the United States cited as subversive and Com- 
munist ? 

Mr. Canon. No, I did not because at that time it seemed to me that 
almost everything which people were attempting to do in the name 
of greater democracy was being cited as un-American, and I was con- 
temptuous of the charges. I knew perfectly well ths at the Civil Rights 
Congress did have the blessing of the Communist Party but on the 
other hand it seemed to me perfectly legitimate that Communists 
should have the protection of some such organization and so it made 
no difference to me whatsoever. 

Mr. Kunzic. Do you feel today that the Communist Party is sub- 
versive and un-American as you said ? 

Mr. Canon. Is subversive and un-American ? 

Mr. Kunzia. Today I am talking about, 

Mr. Canon. I have very little personal knowledge today. I will 
just have to say what I read in the papers. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. Well, what is your viewpoint as to the Communist 
Party at the present time today ! ? 

Mr. Canon. Frankly, I don’t know. I would say that I think that 
it is highly hkely that in any organization which is a critical organiza- 
tion, or an organization which is dedicated to social change, that there 
would be people within that group who would be willing to indulge 
in sabotage and so forth. This I can well believe. 

As far as its being subversive, I would believe that there are many 
people in the Communist Party who would like very much to change 
our form of government by one means or another. The word “sub- 
versive” makes me a little hesitant. I don’t know quite what I mean 
by it. 

Mr. Kunzic. Did you ever have any connection or did you ever go 
te the Communist Party headquarters in Portland, Oreg. ? 

Mr. Canon. Yes, many aes. The first time I went to the Com- 
munist Party headquarters was just prior to joining the party. I had 
met a man in the American Veterans’ Committee who identified him- 
self as a Communist and told me that I might consider joining the 
party, that it was an organization which militantly supported all the 
things which I apparently did believe in. And so I took the direct 
approach, went to Communist Party headquarters, talked to Earl 
Payne who was at that time the chairman of the Oregon Communist 

Party. 

I remember my first question. It seems a little naive but I asked 
him if there was any truth to the stories that the American Commu- 
nist Party was tied up with the Soviet Union, the Soviet gold stories, 
were the American Communists actually receiving funds and direc- 
tions from the Soviet Union and so forth. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. What did he say? 








6678 COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE PACIFIC NORTHWEST AREA 


Mr. Canon. He said that this was absolutely not true, that this 
was a basic Americal 1 party, that the y looked to the Soviet Union in 
very much the same way that our own Jeffersonian Democrats looked 
to the French Revolution asa point of inspiration. 

I also aske 1 . im at that time about the Peete Te attitude 
concerning relig Was it true that the party was attempting to 
stifle religion! Wi hat was their intolerance wade the party? He 
said that this was not true, that they hoped under a Socialist regime 
that rel oon would just cease to be a need of pe ople, but that they were 
not active ly opposing it, and after my talk with Mr. Payne at that 
time, I felt that most of the charges that had been levied against 
the Communist Party were probably untrue. 

Mr. Kunzia. That was what you felt at that time. 

Mr. Canon. At that time. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. Now, you said that someone had urged you to join 

e party. Who was that ? 

Mr. Canon. This was Frank Patterson. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. Frank Patterson test ified here this morning, or rather 
refused to testify. Let me ask you the question very clearly. Did 
you know Frank Patterson to be a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Canon. Yes, I did. 

Mr. Kunzic. And he was the person who urged you to join the Com- 
munist Party ? 

Mr. Canon. He was to my knowledge the first man who identified 
himself to me as a Communist, and I worked with him for several 
months in the American Veterans’ Committee and had a high regard 
for his judgment and his integrity, and I was tremendously impressed 
when he stood up and said that he was a Communist and that perhaps 
I might be interested. 

Mr. Veupr. This was in 1947, was it, Professor? 

Mr. Canon. I would say this was in 1946. The American Veterans’ 
Committee was organized in the fall of 1946 and this was in the first 
several months of its organization, when Mr. Patterson was a very 
active member of AVC 

Mr. Ve.pe. By that time, of course, I imagine you had studied 
quite a little of the Communist literature, hadn't you ? 

Mr. Canon. No, sir; I don’t believe I had seen any Communist liter- 
ature at that time. 

Mr. Vetpe. Not at the time that you joined the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Canon. No. 

Mr. Kunzic. You said that you went frequently to the headquarters 
in Portland. Where were the headquarters? 

Mr. Canon. At the time I first started going, they were in what is 
known as Redman Hall, in the southeast part of town. I don’t remem- 
ber, I think it was on Hawthorne Street. I’m not sure, and they 
moved over in the northeast district on Union Avenue, but my position 
at that time was that it seemed to me from my observation there was 
nothing illegal or un-American about the Communist Party and that 
I was a perfectly free American, and if I was going to have any busi- 
ness with communism, I wat ted to ha ve it openly, and Ij just We alk ed 
rig] t in to party | eadquart rs and con tinue -d to do so, ahd it wi ot 
until after I was in the party for some time that I beg an to realize the 

ecessity for a certain amount of secrecy on this. My i initial reaction 
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was if I’m a Communist, I want to say I’m a Communist, but that 
changed gradually as 1 became more intimate with the party. 

Mr. Ku wzic. Now you knew Earl Payne then. You’ve mentioned 
Kenneth Fitzgerald, Homer Owen, Payne, and Frank Patterson as 
people you knew in the Communist Party. 

Mr. Canon. That’s right. 

Mr. Kuwzic. Now did you join any particular club of the Commu- 
nist Party ? 

Mr. .; ANON. Yes, I joined what was known as the professional club. 

Mr. Kunzic. The professional club of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Canon. That’s right. 

Mr. Kunzic. What did that mean, the professional club? 

Mr. Canon. Well, there were many clubs. Each had a name. Ours 
was no more exclusively profession: il than several others. Our par- 
ticular club was made up primarily of people whose interests and live- 
lihood were centered around Reed C ollege. It was a very small club, 
and the party went through several reorganizations at that time, 
organizing clubs on the basis of neighborhood and then organizing 
clubs on the basis of common industry, and so forth, but ours remained 
stable throughout the period as a group of people who normally asso- 
ciated in Reed College. 

Mr. Kunzic. Suppose you give us the names, please, of the members 
of this small group you called the professional club of the Communist 
Party here in Portland ? 

Mr. Canon. The stable membership was myself and my wife—— 

Mr. Kunzic. Your wife was a member of the Communist Party ¢ 

Mr. Canon. That’s right. She went along with me. 

Mr. Kunzia. She is also out of the Communist Party now as you 
are ¢ : : 

Mr. Canon. That’s right. 

Mr. Kunzic. We'll cover that a bit later. Now who were the other 
members? You and your wife 

Mr. Canon. And Spencer and Mrs. Gill. 

Mr. Kunzic. Who is Spencer Gill ? 

Mr. Canon. Well, at that time, at the time I joined, Mr. Gill was—I 
think it was at the time I joined—working at the guidance center at 
Reed College as Iw as, SO, although we were not affiliated, officially afhi- 
liated with the college, we were still working together at the college. 
What he does now I’m not certain. 

Mr. Kunzic. What sort of work did he do at the guidance center ? 

Mr. Canon. Veterans’ counseling. Our job was to test and evaluate 
capabilities of veterans and advise them in the use of their Public Law 
346 money. 

Mr. Kunzic. The man that was then advising veterans and guiding 
them in the use of laws, and so forth and so on, and what rights they 
had was a member of the Communist Party ? ; 

Mr. Canon. Yes. : 

Mr. Kunzic. Name was Spencer Gill ? 

Mr. Cannon. Yes, that’s right, yes sir. G-i-]-]. 

Mr. Kunzic. And his wife was also? 

Mr. Canon. Yessir. 

Mr. Kunzia. A member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Canon. Yes sir. 

Mr. Kunzic. And who else? 
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Mr. Canon. And Prof. Lloyd Reynolds and his wife. 

Mr. Kunzic. Now you say “Prof. Lloyd Reynolds.” Where is he a 
professor ? 

Mr. Canon. At Reed College. 

Mr. Kunzic. And what subject does he teach ? 

Mr. Canon. Does he teach? He teaches graphic art. 

Mr. Kunzic. And you knew him and his ik. and Spencer Gill and 
his wife, of your own personal knowledge, to be members of the Com- 
munist Party ? 

Mr. Canon. That is right, sir. And then Dr. Stanley Moore joined 
our group in September or August of 1948. 

Mr. Kunzic. Now Stanley Moore is the man who appeared before 
this committee recently in Washington, D. C., and took the fifth amend- 
ment and who has been recently writing letters to new spapers here and 
making all sorts of public statements not under oath, of course, we 
must never forget that, not under oath—when he was under oath he re- 
fused to answer the questions—and he intimates that there is all just 
nothing to this and totally unimportant, and therefore I want to make 
very sure that we have his identification clear, positive and definite. 

You knew Stanley Moore of Reed College, presently on a year’s 
leave of absence, to be a member of the Communist Party and you met 
with him as a member of the Communist Party. Is that correct? 

Mr. Canon. That is right sir. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. That is Lloyd Reynolds and his wife, Spencer Gill and 
his wife, you and your wife, and Stanley Moore? 

Mr. Canon. That’s right. 

Mr. Kunzic. Does that comprise the group of the professional club? 

Mr. Canon. That’s right. 

Mr. Kunzic. How often did you meet, Mr. Canon? 

Mr. Canon. Too frequently, oh, twice a month I would say on the 
average. 

Mr. Kunzic. Where did you meet? 

Mr. Canon. In one of our homes. We would rotate in our homes. 
This probably would not have appeared to the casual observer as any- 
thing approaching a Communist Party meeting. 

Mr. Kunzic. But it was? 

Mr. Canon. Pardon. 

Mr. Kunzic. But it was? 

Mr. Canon. But it was, but we had all known each other, with the 
exception of Stanley Moore, who was a late arrival, we had all known 
each other for several years and were brought together on a social— 
a common social plane and work interest as much as we were on the 
basis of any other. It was quite disturbing to the party leadership that 
we spent so much time socializing and talking about our fs umilies, and 
so forth, and so little time in party business. 

Mr. Kunzia. How did the party leadership know that? 

Mr. Canon. The party leadership would periodically visit our club. 

Mr. Kunzic. Who would visit the club? 

Mr. Canon. Earl and Rose Payne—his wife, Rose. 

Mr. Kunzic. Did you know her to be a member of the Communist 
Party ? 

Mr. Canon. Oh, yes: yes, sir. They visited us frequently, and then 
after Mr. Payne was expelled from the party Mark Haller visited us on 
several occasions. 
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Mr. Kunzie. And so you knew Mark Haller to be a member of tha 
Communist Party ? 

Mr. Canon. That is right; yes, sir. 

Mr. Veupe. I presume, Professor Canon, that you knew at that 
time, your group knew, that the FBI and other intelligence agencies of 
the Government were making an investigation of communistic activi- 
ties, didn’t you? 

Mr. Canon. That is right; yes. 

Mr. Vextpr. And you knew also that this committee, or rather 
the predecessor of this committee, had been making investigations ? 

Mr. Canon. That is correct. 

Mr. Vetpr. I was just wondering whether your group took any 
security measures to protect yourselves from ‘investigations by the 
FBI, for instance? 

Mr. ( ‘ANON. Well not elaborate security measures because it was 
such a normal and natural association of 6 or 7 people. 

Mr. Veuve. More like a bridge club? 

Mr. Canon. That is right. And we frequently had pot-luck din- 
ners, and so forth, but it was perfectly natural that all of us should 
under normal circumstances come together. We did try to vary our 
meeting times, vary the houses in which we met, so that there would 
not be any pattern of consistency. Later on in the 1948 period, the 
party became somewhat apprehensive and we began parking our cars 
a block or so away, and so on. But in 1947, 1948, the early part of 
1948, even Mark Haller would drive right up to the front door and 
park his car. We weren’t particularly security conscious. 

Mr. Vretor. Now how were you advised of the place and the time 
of the meeting? 

Mr. Canon. Just seeing each other in the halls at the college. 

Mr. Veitpr. Proceed, Mr. Counsel. 

Mr. Kunzia. Now at the same time that you were meeting with this 
small professional club of the Communist Party, we have already had 
testimony that Homer Owen was meeting with the John Reed Club, 
which is composed almost entirely of students of Reed College. 

It is interesting to me to note that you were a member of one group 
and that the student group was apparently a different group. Could 
you expen a little bit in detail why that was?) Why they were kept 
——. 

Mr. Canon. Well our particular group of people were, to my knowl- 
edge, oe ays kept quite isolated from the main body of the party. 
We were, with respect to the students, we were encouraged to do 
whatever we could to uncover latent interest among the students and 
to encourage it into party membership, but to keep ourselves protected 
as much as possible. I don’t think that we often identified ourselves 
actually to students. Now I knew that there was a John Reed Club 
at Reed. 

Mr. Kunzie. Oh, you did know that there was a John Reed Club? 

Mr. Canon. I did know that there was a John Reed Club, and I 
think that I had something to do with activating it again. As I under- 
stand, it was active prior to the war and then had dropped by the 
wayside during the war. I had something to do with reactivating it, 
but we never met with them nor did they meet with us. 

Mr. Kunzia. Now this is very important and I would like to go into 
this in detail. I realize that some of this is quite difficult for you to 
go into in detail, but I think that it is very important. 
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In other words, what you are telling this committee is that in a 
major and an important college of the United States of America you, 
as a member of the staff and in a very important position as director 
of admissions—— 

Mr. Canon. No, not a member of the staff. 

Mr. Kunzic. You were not yet a member of the staff ? 

Mr. CANON. No, no, I wasstillat the euldance center. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. You were still at the guidance center? 

Mr. Canon. That is right. 

Mr. Kunzic. But situated right on the Reed College campus? 

Mr. Canon. That is correct. 

Mr. Kunzic. Now I want to get the dates straight just for this 
purpose. Now in that capacity in the guidance center you were in 
some way responsible for attracting young students who went to that 
college to become members of the Communist Party. Is that right ¢ 

Mr. Canon. That is correct. But in my position there I wasn’t 
considered as an official staff member of the college. I was very prom- 
inent in the American Veterans’ Committee and there were many, 
many students on the campus who were eligible for this veterans’ 
organization. 

Mr. Kunzic. And of course immediately after this point of time, 
in the fall of 1948, December 1948, you then became dean of admissions. 

Mr. Canon. That’s right. 

Mr. Kuwzia. Director of admissions. 

Mr. Canon. That’s right. 

Mr. Kunzic. And later dean—— 

Mr. Canon. But during this time when I was in the guidance center 
IT came to know a number of the students and those who indicated 
hat they were more than sympathetic to the left-wing cause, I did 
what I could to encourage them along the road. 

Mr. Kunzic. Now a perfect example, from the testimony of Homer 
Owen, he comes to college as a young man, comes in there, eventually 
gets into these various groups, finally becomes a Communist Party 
member and within 2 years is a member of the State committee of the 
Communist Party of the State of Oregon while at the same time a 
student at Reed ¢ ‘ollege. 

Mr. Canon. That’s right. 

Mr. Kunzic. That was the testimony that was given here yesterday. 

Mr. Canon. That is right. 

Mr. Kunzic. Well now, did you pay dues, Professor Canon? 

Mr. Canon. Yes, it isn’t professor. I have only a B. A. degree. I 
am not a professor. I " int to clear that up. 

Mr. Kunzic. What shall we say: “dean,” or “mister”? 

Mr. Canon. “Mister” is more appropriate. We did pay dues. I 
don’t remember the amount. I think it was—I think there was a scale 
worked out depending upon your level of income. I don’t remember 
that. I remember my wife paid 10 cents. Housewives and unemployed 
people n: iid 10 cents a meeting. 

Mr. Kcnzic. You are not suggesting by that that housewives are 
considered unemployed people ? 

Mr. Canon. No, I think not. 

Mr. Kunzic. I am sure that all the housewives would rise with in- 
dignation at that. They pay 10 cents, is that right ? 

Mr. Canon. That’s right. 
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Mr. Kunzic. Now, how about assessments, Mr. Canon ? 

7m Canon. This was the major source of income. 

. Kunzic. How did assessments come about? Tell us something 
ro t] lat. 

Mr. Canon. Well in various ways—in my early months in the party 
assessments Were almost always volunt: ivy. Simply each week, or each 
2 weeks, there would be a new crisis and we would be asked to con 
tribute as heavily as we could. We were also asked to seek out as 
many sympathetic people on the outside of the party as possible and 
solicit funds from them. 

Mr. Kunzia. For what sorts of purposes would these funds be 
solicited ¢ 

Mr. Canon. Well practically the whole gamut. We would fre 
quently raise mone y for our own central office e xpense. 

Mr. Ke wzig. Of the Communist P arty ¢ 

Mr. Canon. Of the Communist Party. It cost four or five hundred 
dollars a month to maintain an office and to pay Mr. Payne and secre- 
taries and so forth. 

Mr. Kunzia. Well now you certainly didn’t go outside of the Com 
munist Party and say to outsiders or—— 

Mr. Canon. No, not to those. 

Mr. Kunzie (continuing). To, as you say, sympathetic people, 

“We want money for the office of the Communist Party.” You didn’t 
say that? 

Mr. Canon. No, that is correct, but our basic office expenses had to 
be underwritten. Mark Haller was sent east to a training school. 

Mr. Kunzic. We had testimony about that yesterday. You know 
then, of your own personal knowledge, that Mark Haller was sent to 
a training school of the Communist Party in the east ¢ 

Mr. Canon. That is right. 

Mr. Kunzic. In New York State? 

Mr. Canon. That is right. And we raised money for that and so 
on. But almost anything that would come up, if you read the left- 
wing press you know that there is a crisis brewing constantly. 

Mr. Kunzic. The Communist Party prefers constant crises. Is 
that correct ? 

Mr. Canon. Well I won’t say that they prefer it, I will say that 
they seek diligently to find the flaws in the system, the isolated cases, 
and from that build up the whole fabric. This Negro in South Caro- 
lina is being deprived of his civil rights which is indicative of the 
trend toward fascism which is so on and so on and so on. But we 
did contribute heavily for those causes. 

Mr. Kunzie. What does “heavily” mean? Give us an example of 
amounts that were contributed 

Mr. Canon. Oh, $25, $30. I don’t know that I ever gave that much 
at one time. Usually it was—it was heavy on the amounts that we 
were living on, on the income that we were living on. 

Mr. Kunzia. How often would these $25 bites come along ? 

Mr. Canon. Well, the bites were constant. There were always a need 
for money. 

Mr. Kunzic. And so the party is kind to housewives by woe 
them off for 10 cents, for 10-cent dues, and then come along for $ 
bites. Is that the way it works? 

Mr. Canon. Well—— 
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Mr. Kunzia. ‘alled assessments / 

Mr. Canon. tee right, we were asked to pay in accordance with 
our convictions. There was always an attempt to persuade us first 
that there was a need for this so that 

Mr. Kunzic. The more money you gave, the better a Communist 


you would seem to be / 

~ Mr. Canon. No, well, that’s right, the more really you saw a prob 
lem, but—and we were criticized frequently for being as niggardly in 
our contributions as we were. 

Mr. Kunzic. Now you have mentioned various people so far that 
you knew to members of the Communist Party. Let’s see, Kk itzgeral i 
you mentioned him; you mentioned Owen. Did you know Herb Simp- 
son to be a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. ¢ ANON. Yes, | knew Herb Simpson to bea member of the party, 
to be on the board, the central board, hot by obsery ing him there but 
by the role that he played. Herb Simps on was the man who came to 
my house to notify us that Earl Payne had been expelled by the party 
and to ask us—not ask us, tell us—to have nothing further to do with 
him. 

Mr. Kunzic. Herb Simpson appeared here this morning also and 
refrained from answering questions. You knew him definitely to bea 
member of the Communist Party, at least at the time that you were a 
member of the Communist Party ‘ 

Mr. Canon. That is right. 

Mr. Kunzic. Now roughly how many members were there in the 


Communist Party in Oregon during the time that you were a member, 
an all \roun d firure tothe best of your knowledge ? 
Mr. ¢ ‘NON. | was told 400. 


Mr. Kunziae. 400? 

Mr. Canon. 400 in the State of Oregon. And how they were dis- 
tributed, I can’t tell you. I do know that the major concern of the 
party at that time was that we were recruiting too heavily from the 
ranks of middle class bourgeoisie people, that a party could only be 
based in laboring people and that we must try and weed out as much 
of the middle-class element as possible. 

Mr. Kunzic. Is there any further information that you can give the 
committee concerning your personal experiences, and remember the 
committee is only interested in things of which you can testify of your 
own personal knowledge about the Communist Party when you were 
in it? 

Mr. Canon. The only other significant role that my wife and I took, 
we were for a short — of time, I don’t remember the dates or the 
time, but what might be called a mail drop for the downstate party 
people. I think it was at the time that the party was becoming a little 
apprehensive about its mail being tampered with and club dues were 
sent to us, addressed to us personally, and came to our house, and we 
then in turn, turned the dues over to Mrs. Simpson who would come 
from the party office to pick them up. 

Mr. Kuwnzie. (rive us a little further information. We have heard 
that term before, but there might be many who don’t understand what 
the term “mail drop” means. Tell us a little more about a mail drop. 

Mr. Canon. I don’t know that I can tell you much more about it. 
We were simply asked if we would mind using our address as a receiv- 
ing address for Communist dues around State, and we said, “All right,” 
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and so the dues from the various parties, from the various clubs, were 
sent to us, and we didn’t open the mail. We simply collected it and 
passed it on toa courier from the central office. 

Mr. Kunzic. Where did you live at this time, at the college? 

Mr. Canon. No, at the same address I gave you earlier. 

Mr. Kunzia. I see. Now you, of course, since you didn’t open the 
letters, really then had no idea what sort of things were going through 
your cede 

Mr. Canon. No; I suppose we didn't. 

Mr. Verve. To whom would you deliver the letters then, what 
‘ourier 4 

Mr. Canon. Well. Mrs. Simpson, I don’t remember her first name, 
Herb Simpson’s wife, was at this time working in the Communist 
Party office, and she would usually come by and pick them up, or occa- 
sionally I would drop them off at the party office, myself. 

Mr. Kounzic. You say Simpson’s wife was working in the Com 
munist Party office, itself, as a paid employee? Or a voluntary one? 

Mr. Canon. I don’t know whether she was paid. I think she was 
working there. At least she came to our house frequently. 

Mr. Kunzic. Do you know whether she was a Communist Party 
member ? 

Mr. Canon. Only by that. 

Mr. Kunzie. It would be difficult, you mean, to assume that the 
Communist Party would have someone working in its own office who 
was not a member? 

Mr. Canon. Well, I think it is a little unlikely. 

Mr. Vevpr. You knew that the mail that you got and did you get 
it under your own name ¢ 

Mr. Canon. That’s right. 

Mr. Vetpr. You knew that the mail you gof contained money, 
is that right? 

Mr. Canon. Yes; that was the purpose of it. 

Mr. Veuve. Funds collected from the various groups in the Com- 
munist Party here in the State of Oregon ? 

Ir. Canon. That’s correct. 

Mr. Vevpr. And then naturally if you turned those funds over 
to any person, you would expect that they would be delivered to the 
Communist Party headquarters, is that right? 

Mr. Canon. That's right. 

Mr. Veiner. So, therefore, it would be very unlikely if you would 
turn over the mail to anybody except a regular Communist Party 
member ? 

Mr. Canon. That would be correct. But I would say that the charge 
about Moscow gold certainly seemed to us to be absurd when we were 
made aware of the financial straits in which the party operated. 

Mr. Veupre. Well, of course, Mr. Canon, it probably was some 
what different in Oregon than it has been in other sections of the coun 
try. We do know that the Communist Party did and probably still 
are milching a lot of Hollywood stars, for instance, of funds in consid- 
erable amounts, and they were getting good money from the Holly- 
wood colony and other places throughout the country and probably 
still are doing fairly well. Do you have any idea how much money 
was collected through using your home as a mail drop? 

Mr. Canon. I have no knowledge of that. 
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Mr. Verpre. Do you have anything further, Mr. Counsel ? 
Mr. Kuwnzic. I was going to ask you, I want to just mention as was 


mentioned ther the volume of this mail Would you touch upon that? 
Mr. Canon. I don’t think I could tell you that with any accuracy. 


I would say, oh. a dozen letters a week, something of that kind. 

Mr. Veuvpr. Do you remember any of the postmarks that were 
on them / 

Mr. Canon. No, sir; I don’t. 

Mr. Veupr. But they came from all sections of the State of Oregon ? 


Mr. Canon. They came from all sections of the State. 

Mr. Kunzic. One further major question. Would you tell this 
committee in detail why you got out and left the Communist Party ! 

Mr. Canon. Well, I did lose interest in the party shortly after I 
joined, T lost interest, my primary activities were still in such things 
as the American Veterans’ Committee and so on, and the party was 
something of a nuisance to me. It actually, I didn’t see that we ever 
did anything in club meetings. We were going out, my other organiz- 
ations were taking SIX nights out of ever \ week, and the p: irty mee tings 
would just take another, and shortly after I joined I really didn’t see 
a heck of a lot of pol t in it, but I didn’t become too dissatisfied until 
in “48, well, Pl go back a bit. Tsay my first real dissatisfaction came 
on the expulsion of Earl Payne, whom TI had grown to respect and 
like, and he was summarily dismissed. TI felt this was arbitrary, and 
it did give me pause certainly, and then the party began to tighten 
up a bit. urging us to become more party conscious. 

Mr. Vevpe. May LT interrupt you just a minute ? 

Mr. Canon. Yes. 

Mr. Verne. I don’t want to ruin your line of thought, but in expell 
ing Ear] Payne, wl at was the process involved ? 

Mr. Canon. T really don’t know. 

Mr. V ELDE. Do you know by whom he was expelled ? 

aa ‘anon. Well, I believe by the central committee of the hier- 
arch I « an’t tell you much more about it than that. We were not 
encour: raged to ask questions, but that did give me some pause, and 
then in the early months of ‘the party, we, as I say, were somewhat 
isolated. We spent most of our time in our club meetings just dis- 
cussing our own interest in our outside organizations, and then the 
party began to ask us to become more party conscious, to, as the term 
was, put the face of the party forward, to spend more and more of 
our time in actual party v work. 

We were criticized, in “48 for example, for becoming too enthusiastic 
about Henry Wallace and the Progressive Party. They kept remind- 
ing us, “Henry Wallace is not a Communist. He isa capitalist. This 
fine organization, the P rogressive Party, in getting people inter 
ested in issu Ss. but for he: ive n’ S Sf ake don’t %0 overboard for it. The 
Communist Party is the only one that is significant.” 

This diseipline—we were introduced more and more to the party 
concept of what is known as self-criticism where you sit around 
circle and tear vourself to pieces. 

And the ritualistic nonsense just began to pall on me. They began 
to he asked to address each other as comrade and so forth and 
“tiehten, tighten, tighten up.” 

Mr. Vetpr. Did that instruction come down from the central com- 
mittee here in Oregon ? 


8 
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Mr. Canon. Yes, and they began to talk and more and more in 
terms of FBI, infiltrating spies and so on, and the whole framework 
actually became rather foolish, as far as I was concerned. I knew 
that we weren't plotting to blow up any bridges or anything of the 
sort, and all of this ritual just seemed a little bit ridiculous. 

(nd then the second thing that ena to push me out of the party 
was the realization of the extent of the intolerance in the party. One 
of the primary reasons that I was interested in the first place was 
because I had met a | greee ot peop le who I thought were idealistic, 


were outlooking, sympathetic and tolerant people, broadminded 
people, and I came ‘to find out that most Communists, I think, are 
the most intolerant of all people. We began to move in a smaller and 
asmaller circle. As you concentrate on party literature, which you are 


urged to do, and began to confine your frier 1dship to those peop le who 
are members of the Communist Party, you become excessively critical 
of anybody who can’t 20 along with you a hundred percent. 

And this was also a period when we were moving away from the 
Earl Browder idea of the so-called united front: Earl Browder’s ¢o1 
cept of working in cooperation with other groups of people. But 
the party was now moving to the point where it said, “No: we must 
solidify the party itself.” And so there was a social and an intellectual 
isolation which I ee very much, a loss of perspective. I don't 
think that you can help but lose one’s perspective when you live in 
such an eny iecailins alk 

The party overworks you terribly. They exploit initial enthusiasms, 
as in the case of Homer Owen. A perfectly fine, idealistic boy who 
gets interested and they load work on him to the » point whe ‘re it wou le | 
practically break him, Well the same thing is true of us. We got 
to the point where if we stole 1 night one of 7 for our family we felt 
guilty for having let down the great peop yle’s movement 

The whole thing just became irritating. I thought it was out of 
focus, out of perspective, intolerant and so forth. And so we really 
wanted to pull out in “48, however we were involved in the Progressive 
Party elections, and the Democrat Party elections, and there was ho 
convenient way of extricating ourselves overnight. So far as I know, 
my wife sg I were never expelled from the party nor did we ever 
indulge in histrionics in getting up and making a tirade against the 
party i aneiinend the sort. We more or less dr ifted away. 

Mr. Vexrpr. Did you do anything formally to quit the party / 

Mr. Canon. No; I did not. I didn’t. I think that they were 
delighted to get rid of me, and I think that I was delighted to be rid 
of them, and so we lived ina case of mutual acceptance. 

Mr. Vevpr. In other words, your quite the party amounted to 
just about this that you didn’t attend any of the meetings any longer, 
nor did you pay any of the dues, nor did vibe allow your home to be 
used as a mail route. 

Mr. Canon. That is right. 

Mr. Vetpe. When was that now ? 

Mr. Canon. When I went to work for Reed College in December of 
48 I told Mr. MacNaughton, who was then president, that I had been 
active—I didn’t tell him about my Communist background—very 
active in polities and that I would not take the job unless I were willing 

) put myself under a personal Hatch Act. And T meant it. From 
na time on I had nothing whatsoever to do with any sort of political 








60SS COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE PACIFIC NORTHWEST AREA 


activity. But as far as my Communist connection was concerned, 
I do continue to know people, good friends, whom I had known in the 
party and, for example, Mr. Reynolds and I remained colleagues for 
another 5 or 6 years and we just simply stopped talking politics, and 
so I have no knowledge of him since that time : He had very little 
knowledge of me. 

Mr. Vewpre. Do you have anything further, Mr. Counsel ¢ 

Mr. Kuwnzic. I have no further questions, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Veutpr. Mr. Frazier ? 

Mr. Frazier. No. 

Ir. VELDE. Can you come back very briefiv this afternoon, Mr. 
Canon ¢ 

Mr. Canon. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Veupe. All right. The committee will be in recess for the 
lunch hour now until 1: 30. 

(Whereupon, at 12:02 p. m., the hearing was recessed to 1:30 p. m 
of the same day. 


AFTERNOON SESSION 


The subeommittee of the Committee on Un-American Activities 
reconvened pursuant to recess, at 1:40 p. m. Representatives Harold 
H. Velde (chairman) and James B. Frazier, IT being present. 

Mr. Veipe. Before commencing with the proceedings this after- 
noon I want to acknowledge the presence of Dallas E. Nollsch, com- 
mander of the American Legion, the Department of Oregon, here pres- 
ent. He gives me this little note to read, and I would like to read it 
into the record at this point. 

The position of the American Legion is that corruption and subversion should 
be uncovered wherever found. As State commander, I wholeheartedly support 
the Velde committee, its aims and purposes. 

And I do want to say, too, that we have always had the complete co- 
operation of the American Legion, the VFW and all the others, the 
Amvets, all the other service organizations throughout the country in 
a similar vein in the support shown to us by the American Legion of 
the State of Oregon. 

Mr. Kunzig, I think that you have a few questions to ask of Mr. 
Canon ? 

Mr. Kunzie. Yes, sir, Mr. Canon, are there any other names of any 
other individuals, whom you knew to be members of the Communist 
Party, of your own personal knowledge, whose names you have not 

yet given before this committee tod: ay ? 
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Mr. Canon. There are four people whom I could identify with some 
degree of assurance. Kingsley Vanier, whose name I belieye—— 

Mr. Kunzic. Would you spell that, please ? 

Mr. Canon. I can’t 

Mr. Kunzia. Spell it to the best of your ability. 

Mr. Canon. V-a-n-n-i-e-r, I should imagine. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. And the first name is Kingsley ? 

Mr. Canon. Kingsley, K-i-n-g-s-l-e-y. 

Mr. Kunzic. Kingsley Vanier? 
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Mr. Canon. He was mentioned in Mr. Owen’s testimony the other 
day. 

Mr. Kunzia. Yes. 

Mr. Canon. He was a student at Reed College. I did know him. I 
think that I had some influence on him in joining the party, and I 
had not mentioned him previously. 

I did have some connection with Mr. Thomas G. Moore, who was for 
a time the director of the Progressive Party here in Oregon. Mr. 
Moore I met once or twice as a Communist although I believe that as 
he became more interested in the Progressive Party he moved out of 
the Communist Party. 

Mr. KwwNzia. He testified here this morning, or rather refused to 
testify. Do you, of your own personal knowledge then, know Thomas 
Moore to have been a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Canon. That is correct. 

Mr. Kunzia. Remember, we are only interested in those whom you 
know definitely and can positively identify. 

Mr. Canon. Yes, Michael Loring was—— 

Mr. Kunzic. How do you spell that ? 

Mr. Canon. L-o-r-i-n-g. Michael Loring I did meet on several oc- 
casions as a Communist. Most of my associations with him were in the 
Progressive Party but he was certainly a member with us in the Pro- 
gressive—in the Communist Party. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. Can you give any further identification as to address 
or employment, or something to tie it down ? 

Mr. Canon. Mr. Loring is, I believe, a cantor at a synagogue in 
California. 

Mr. Kunzia. At the present time? 

Mr. Canon. That is to my best understanding. Michael Russo. 

Mr. Kunzic. Would you spell that, please ? 

Mr. Canon. R-u-s-s-o. Michael Russo was a man with whom I had 
brief contact in the party, but whom I could identify as having been 

1. at the time I was. 

Mr. Kunzic. Here? 

Mr. Canon. Yes, right in Portland. 

Mr. Kunzia. In what capacity was he here? 

Mr. Canon. He is, I believe, an artist in town now. 

Mr. Kunzic. In town now ? 

Mr. Canon. Yes. 

Mr. Kuwnzie. You don’t have any address ? 

Mr. Canon. No; I don’t. 

Mr. Kunzic. And that is the sum total of people whom you can 
identify ? 

Mr. Canon. I think so, yes, sir. 

Mr. Kunzic. Mr. Canon, I want the record to show if it is correct, 
and I believe it is correct that you have fully cooperated with another 
agency of the Federal Government. Is that correct ? 

Mr. Canon. Yes, approximately a year and a hali ago, the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation asked questions concerning my former politi- 
cal activities, and it is my opinion that this was a legal law enforce- 
ment agency of the country and had every right to inquire into my 
activities in the event that I might lasitertentie have violated the 
law of the land, and I did cooperate with them at that time. 
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Mr. Kunzic. I believe you had some questions, Mr. Chairman? 

Mr. Vexpr. I yield to Mr. Frazier for some questions. 

Mr. Frazier. Mr. Chairman, Homer Owen testified yesterday, I be 
lieve, that you persu ided him to become a member of the Communist 
Party. Isthat true? 

Mr. Canon. I'm certain that I did everything I could to get him 
to affiliate 

Mr. Frazier. Now at that time were you con! ected with Reed Col 
lege ? 

Mr. Canon. At that time I was in the guidance center of Reed 
College. 

Mr. Frazier. In the what? 

Mr. Canon. Inthe guidance center 

Mr. Frazier. What is the euidance center ? 

Mr. Canon. This was a subcontract arrangement between the col- 
lege and the Veterans’ Administration whereby the college was assist- 
ing the Government in counseling veterans following World War II. 

Mr. Frazier. Now after that you became director of admissions, I 
be lieve vou stated. 

Mr. Canon. That’s correct. 

Mr. Frazter. As director of admissions did you conceive it to be a 
part of your duties to get young men who were coming to Reed Col- 
lege to join t the Communist Party or the John Reed Club of Reed 
College ‘ : 

Mr. Canon. No, sir 

Mr. Frazier. You were very active in getting them in there, weren't 
wen? 
~ Mr. Canon. At the time I became director of admissions in 1948, 
| ceased all political activ ity. 

Mr. Frazer. Ceased all political activity ? 

Mr. Canon. That’s right. I withdrew from the party at the time 
Ltook ona full time job for the college. 

Mr. Frazier. And you were never a member of the John Reed 
Club? 

Mr. Canon. No,sir: I was not. 

Mr. I’ RAZIER. You testified that you were a member of the Profes- 
sional Club. 

Mr. Canon. That’s correct 

Mr. Frazier. And was that prior to your becoming dean of students? 

Mr. ¢ ANON. That’s correct. 

Mr. i RAZIER. Had vour Communist affiliations ceased when you be- 
‘ame dean of students? 

Mr. CANON. When ] became director of admissions in 1948, they 
ceased 

Mr. Frazmr. Could you tell us how many members of the faculty 

f Reed College were members of the Communist Party while you 
were active in it? 

Mr. Canon. Just two. 

Mr. Frazier. Just two? 

Mr. Canon. That’s right. 

Mr. KuUNZIG. To your knowledge. 

Mr. Canon. To my knowledge. 

Mr. Frazier. Do vou have any objections to naming them again if 
they haven't been named ? 
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Mr. CANON. No. Professor Reynolds and Professor Moore. 

Mr. Frazier. Professors Reynolds and Moore ? 

Mr. Canon. That’s right, sir. 

Mr. Frazier. The president of the university now, at the college 
now, has only been there a short time, hasn’t he? 

Mr. Canon. He has been there 2 vears. 

Mr. Frazier... You don't know any of his affiliations with the Con 
munist Party ! 

Mr. Canon. No, sir; I don’t. 

Mr. Frazier. I'm just inquiring because I know nothing about Reed 
College at the present time, and I’m trying to get this information for 
my own benefit. The only 2 that you ever knew were the 2 that you 
have mentioned ? 

Mr. Canon. That’s correct. I would like to say that in the 6 yean 
that I have been a full-time staff member at Reed College, I can say 
that I think there has been practically no Communist activity per se on 
the campus or associated with the college. | think Lamina position 
to have been fairly sensitive to it had it existed, and the college has at 
times been lab ‘led somewhat leftw ng. and these charges are based on 
something quite other than mass membership of its student body and 
faculty. 

Mr. Frazrer. Well, do you know of your own knowledge whether 
the John Reed Club has ceased to function ? 

Mr. Canon. I couldn't say this with any accuracy. I have every 
reason to believe that it has ceased to function. I have heard no men 
tion of it for 4 or 5 years. 

Mr. Frazrer. I am sure the committee hopes that it has ceased to 
function. Unfortunately, that is one of the ways the Communist Party 
works, trying to interest young people in the party through various 
affiliations. I believe you testified that you were a candidate for the 
legislature back in 1948? 

Mr. Canon. That’s correct. 

Mr. Frazier. Mr. Owen also testified that he was a candidate for 
the legislature at that time along with you and various others, and he 
testified that he was selected to run by the communistic legislative com- 
mission to run for the legislature. Now isn’t it a fact that you were 
selected by the same legislative committee ? 

Mr. Canon. It probably is. I didn’t have that much information 
about it. 

Mr. Frazier. Now, I believe that you also stated that you were also 
urged to run by the Young Democratic Club here which you said was 
a very small club? 

Mr. Canon. That is correct. 

Mr. Frazier. Do you know the membership, the number of mem- 
bership ¢ 

Mr. Canon. There were seldom a dozen or so members present at 
any meetings that I attended. 

Mr. Frazier. Since 1948, I believe you stated that you had no con- 
nection with politics. Is that correct? 

Mr. Canon. Correct. 

Mr. Frazier. At the time that you became a candidate for the legis- 
lature along with Mr. Owen and quite a number of other people that—I 
believe you said they ran in the Democratic primary ? 

Mr. Canon. That is correct. 
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Mr. Frazier. There were a large number running at that time, 
weren't there ? 

Mr. Canon. Correct. 

Mr. Frazier. About how many ran in that primary / 

Mr. Canon. I’m sorry, but I just wouldn't hazard a 
know. 

Mr. Frazier. Fifteen or twenty ? 

Mr. Canon. At least. 

Mr. Frazier. At least 15 or 20? 

Mr. Canon. Yes. 

Mr. Frazier. Now during the course of the campaign it developed 
that you were running, I believe, or you stated that you also received 
the Progressive nomination. Is ths 4 right ? 

Mr. Canon. That is correct. 

Mr. Frazrer. And the Democratic nomination ? 

(No answer. ) 

Mr. Frazier. Now you, and Mr. Owen, and various others who, it 
became known, were members of the Communist Party were over- 
whelmingly defeated in the general election; weren’t you ¢ 

Mr. Canon. That is correct. 

Mr. Frazier. Do you remember what the majority was by which 
you were defeated? Was it 25,000, or 40,000, or what ¢ 

Mr. Canon. I just don’t retain those figures. 

Mr. Frazier. But it was pretty bad, wasn’t it? 

Mr. Canon. It was a sound defeat. 

Mr. Frazier. And don’t you think that came about because of the 
fact that the people of this community out here realized that you were 
running as a Communist candidate, and that you were so overwhelm- 
ingly defeated ? 

Mr. Canon. Well, I won't say that they knew that I was running 
as a Communist candidate as that people were not particularly en- 
thusiastic about the Progressive Party. I was running as a Progres- 
Sive candidate. 

Mr. Frazier. Well, Progressive or Communist, whatever it was, I 
mean that you didn’t receive the support of the Democratic Party or 
of the Republican Party. 

Mr. Canon. No; I’m afraid that I did not. 

Mr. Frazter. In other words, they licked you whether it was because 
of the Progressive nomination or whether it was because of the fact 
that it came to be pretty well rumored about that you were a member 
of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Canon. I think that is correct. 

Mr. Frazier. Now as a mater of fact, your brother was at one time 
the president of the Young Democratic Club, wasn’t he ? 

Mr. Cannon. I don’t remember that he held that office. He was in 
the Young Democrats. I don’t recall whether he held the office or not. 

Mr. Frazier. And he was defeated by a man by the name of Morgan 
back in 1948 for the presidency, wasn’t he, for the Young Democratic 
Club? 

Mr. Canon. Yes; he did run against Howard Morgan 

Mr. Frazer. And Howard Morgan beat him. 

Mr. Canon. At one time, and Howard Morgan did beat him in 
that election. That I do remember. I don’t think that he had ever 
been president though. 


cuess. I don’t 


~ 
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Mr. Frazier. Yes; but he didrun for the presidency and was defeated 
by Howard Morgan ¢ 

Mr. Canon. That is right. That was an internal fight in the Young 
Democrats. 

Mr. Frazier. And as a matter of fact at that time—and I hope, Mr. 
Chairman, you will pardon me for going into these details. 

Mr. Vexpr. Certainly; you go right ahead. 

Mr. Frazier. The Democratic Party joined up pretty well to defeat 
the—with the Republicans and others out here—to defeat the can 
didates of the Communist Party in the 1948 election. And they were 
all overwhelmingly defeated, weren’t they ¢ 

Mr. Canon. That is correct. 

Mr. Frazrer. In other words, you were all pretty well purged ? 

Mr. Canon. That is correct, sit 

Mr. Vevpe. Mr. Canon, you have certainly given the committee 
- benefit of a lot of information you had. I don’t want to tire you 

‘ be boring by re petition but I woul l like to LO bae k to these meet 
ings which you held of the professional club of the Communist Party 
in each other’s homes. I think you made the statement that you were 
directed by the Communist Party to hold self-criticism meetings. I 
wonder if you would explain just what you meant by that ? 

Mr. Canon. I said that we introduced the technique of self-criti 
cism which was a device which apparently has been employed in the 
Communist Party throughout the world. 

Mr. Vetpr. We have heard much of it before. 

Mr. Canon. It is an attempt to take a neophyte, such as myself for 
example, and have me try and analyze the ways in which I handle 
certain situations and how in retrospect I think that these methods 
are incorrect and so on and so on and so on, and then the other mem- 
bers of the club join in to give their opinions, their evaluations, of 
the manner in which you handled yourself and the way in which you 
interpre ‘ed events and so forth. 

Mr. Veupr. In other words, your meetings were informal more 
or less were they not ? 

Mr. Canon. Quite informal. 

Mr. Vetpr. And you didn’t have a leader who led the discussion. 

Mr. Canon. That is correct. 

Mr. Vetpr. You talked just as you do with a group of friends. 

Mr. Canon. Correct. 

Mr. Vetpr. When you came to these self-criticism sessions woul | 
you—possibly you can give me an example, something that you criti- 
cized yourself of ? 

Mr. Canon. Well, I will give you an example of self-criticism which 

I didn’t initiate but which was more or less pushed on me. Frank 
Patterson was a member of the party and a very close friend of mine. 
No, I don’t mean Frank Patterson, I mean Earl Payne. He was ex- 
pelled from the party and I was rather upset by the fact that he was 
expelled and felt that we ought to have a more humanistic approach 
to this. The party tried to help me see that this was very much like 
a military situation, that if your comrade is wounded as you are ad- 
vancing toward the enemy that you cannot afford to stop and lend aid 
and assistance to your comrade, you must continue on in the battle or 
the battle would be lost, and that this tendency of mine to want to stop 
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and give aid and comfort to my friend was a bourgeoisie tendency, a 
weakness of Christian morality and so forth, which didn’t have a place 
in the hard struggle that was ahead of us in combating our enemies, 

r the enemies of the peop le, and so forth, and that these were the 
areas in which we must tighten up, in which we must learn self-disci- 
pline. 

Mr. Vevpr. In other words, you were criticizing yourself for not 
being a good Communist or not following the Communist Party line? 

Mr. Canon. That is right, criticizing myself for not being willing to 
accept as infallible the directives of my superiors. 

Mr. Veupe. In the dismissal of your friend ¢ 

Mr. Canon. That is right. 

Mr. Veupe. I think that is a good explanation. I wonder what else 
you talked about in these informal meetings which you held? 

Mr. Canon. The meetings always followed the same pattern. There 
was a brief period devoted to a general review of world affairs in which 
we tried to interpret current events, world affairs. Then there was a 
period devoted to a discussion by each member of the party of the 
organizations in which he has been active or in which he is active. 
Then there is a period in which we collect dues and distribute the cur- 
rent supply of literature. The presses turn out a great volume of 
printed material which it is your obligation to buy and read. Most of 
it was so tedious that in our club we seldom read it. We bought it fre- 
quently but we seldom read it. Fairly tedious but we would discuss 
that. 

And then periodically we would have what we would call educational 
assignments in which we would take a certain problem, such as the 
Negro problem, and spend 3 or 4 weeks on it discussing the Communist 
approach to the Negro problem and so forth and so forth. 

Mr. Vetpe. Do you honestly think now that the Communist Party 
was out to aid the Negro and prevent discrimination, or was the 
Communist Party out to use the Negro, use the discrimination which 
we know that there still exists in this country 4 

Mr. Canon. I think that a great many members of the Communist 
Party are genuinely and sincerely interested in helping and working 
with the Negro. I think that the party itself, in its larger apparatus, 
the more mechanical thing, is not, could not be concerned primarily 
in the plight of the Negro or any other underprivileged or misused 
person. 

Mr. Veupe. Where does the hard core begin and where does the 
soft element of the Communist Party begin? 

Mr. Canon. I don’t know that I could tell you that. As Mr. Owen 
brought out the other day, there is some formula, which I am not 
familiar with, by which you after having been in so many months or 
years may move into certain party offices and so on, and I presume 
that what we usually mean by the hard core are those people who have 
over a period of years stuck with the party, not fallen off everytime 
something goes a little wrong, those people who continue to rationalize 
and justify for the party through thick and thin, and these people 
eventually are more trusted and are given more information. 

Mr. Vevpe. Well I realize that it is difficult to draw a line on 
that, there is no question about it, but I wonder if you could say gen- 
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erally that beginning with the State officials—the district officials—of 
the Communist Party that you would have your hard core or the revo- 
lutionary type? 

Mr. Canon. I would certainly think so. Certainly it is their life- 
work. They view it far more seriously than many of us who have 
affiliated around the edges. C ertainly they do. 

Mr. V ELDE. Mr. Canon, I made a statement yesterday concern 
ing people who have joined the party as late as 1947 and 1948, as you 
did. I can realize how you could get into the Communist conspiracy at 


that time, but still there Was so much information that had been iss sued 
from Government sources, from official sources, let me say it that way, 
from our Un-American Activities Committee, from the Attorney Gen- 


eral of the United States, and from the judicial branch of our Federal 
Government. It is diflicult for me still to hom a person could 
involuntarily engage in the Communist conspiracy with all of the 
information which we had that it was a Communist conspiracy. 

I will just ask you the same question—yes, I asked Mr. Owen this 
too—did you ever read any of the documents that were issued by our 
committee, or any of the citations that had been issued by the Attorne y 
General up until 1947 regarding the n: anes of the Communist Party ¢ 

Mr. Canon. Yes, I think I did, Mr. Velde. I do want to say in 
answer to your question, however, that I think that this is part of the 
price that the country has paid for—in the period prior to World 
War I1—presenting to its young people a rather distorted view of the 
Soviet Union, that we discovered sud lenly that—for years we had 
heard nothing but evil of the Soviet Union and suddenly it has a 
magnificent army and they are allies and we are in friendship with 
them and the President recognizes them, and so forth, and we come 
to believe that perhaps we have been cheated somewhat, that there 
may be something in this experiment which would be worth looking 
Into. 

We went through a period, I think a good many of us, of being very 
skeptical of anti-Russian charges, that this was an excess—— 

Mr. Vetpe. Now you are talking about the period during the 
time when we were allies, or cobelligerents, with Soviet Russia, is that 
right ? 

Mr. Canon. Yes, and the period in which I became politically 
conscious Was the period in which we had Suc denly discovered that 
Russia was a friend, or a potential friend. We were looking fo: 
common gre ind then. And then immediately after the war you see 
again the emergence of reports, aS you mentioned, pointing out the 
dangers of a Communist conspiracy. But, on the other hand, here 
are people like myself who say that the hope of the world is that these 
peoples must live in peace, and if we have fought together surely we 
can continue finding some common ground to work together, let’s try 
it. And there is a great hope there, a great enthusiasm, a great trust, 
that maybe there can be friendships between people. 

Mr. Vewpe. Certainly that would be true up until the time of 
V-—J Day, at least. I am satisfied that a yy numbe r of Ame rican 
citizens got into the Communist Party and t various fronts that 
it offered with an idea that they might be a somethings 
for society generally, and that was not with the idea of over 
ing our form of government by force or violence. But here after the 


rood 


( 
? 
I 


h 


Yr 
{ 
t 


OV 








6696 COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE PACIFIC NORTHWEST AREA 


war ended and we did recognize officially, that is, practically all the 
governmental officials recognized that communism was a conspiracy 
designed to overthrow our form of government, then I still say that 
it is difficult for me to see just how anyone could get into it after that 
time. 

Mr. Canon. I think that it is difficult, Mr. Velde, unless you recog- 
nize that when you are in the party you confine your reading and your 
friendships and your associations to people who reject criticism of the 
party, who make up magnificient rationalizations for why this is as 
it is, and so forth, and that is what I talked about in losing perspec- 
tive, of being so isolated from the main currents of popular thinking 
that you simply lose your sense of balance. 

Mr. Vetpr. Well I take it anyhow, Mr. Canon, that you wouldn’t 
want to go through the experience again would you? 

Mr. Canon. No, sir, I would not. 

Mr. Vetpe. I want to ask you 1 or 2 more questions. You have 
heard, I think, or did you hear Mrs. Barbara Hartle testify ? 

Mr. Canon. I did hear her; yes sir. 

Mr. Vetpr. And you remember her statements regarding the 
attitude fellow Communists should take in case they were subpenaed 
to appear before this committee ? 

Mr. Canon. No, I didn’t hear that. I was listening to it on the 
radio. 

Mr. Vetpr. She made a statement that if a person were subpenaed 
to appear before this committee, he should use his best abilities to 
promote the Communist line and to defeat the purposes of this com- 
mittee. I am wondering now, Mr. Canon, whether you ever discussed 
the Un-American Activities Committee in your meetings which you 
held? What was the attitude that was taken? 

Mr. Canon. In our Communist Party meetings you mean? 

Mr. Vexpre. Yes, the meetings of the professional group. 

Mr. Canon. Oh, we discussed the committees quite frequently and 
not favorably, of course. 

Mr. Vevpe. Well our committee was the only one in existence 
at that time, of course. 

Mr. Canon. All right, then, the Dies committee. It was discussed 
very frequently and we did not think very highly of your committee. 

Mr. Vretpr. Can you give me some general statement about the 
attitude of the Communist Party at that time? 

Mr. Canon. Toward the committees? 

Mr. Veitpr. Toward the committees. 

Mr. Canon. The attitude which was expressed officially through 
our party was that the committees such as your own were not primarily 
interested in communism, that you knew that communism was not a 
threat to the country, that you were primarily interested in stifling 
social criticism on a broader scale, that you were primarily interested 
in taking away from the re Aug ition of the Roosevelt administration, 
of the New Deal, and so forth, and eventually to attack labor unions 
and the great liberal movement, and that your main objective was what 
lay beyond the Communist Party rather than the Communist Party 
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per se, and that it was up to the Communist Party to fight, to be the 
vanguard to protect the labor unions behind it from the attacks by 
your committee. 

Mr. Vetpr. Was this type of criticism directed from higher sources 
than your own professional group ¢ 

Mr. Canon. This, I think, sifted down through the literature, and 
so forth. 

I didn’t know any Communists who didn’t agree with this line of 
reasoning. 

Mr. Vevpe. Just 1 or 2 more questions. Regarding the mail drop 
that you had for some time. How long did you act as a mail drop? 

Mr. Canon. I can’t remember that. I would say several months, 
but I wouldn’t be able to give it to you more accurately than that. 

Mr. Vevpr. I want to say that this is a little additional infor- 
mation that we haven’t had regarding the operations of the Commu- 
nist Party. Do you know, of your own knowledge, whether or not 
the money contained in the mail that you received was in the form of 
checks or in the form of cash ? 

Mr. Canon. No, I don’t know. 

Mr. Vevpe. And of course you don’t know what happened to it 
after you gave it to Mrs. Simpson ? 

Mr. Canon. No, I don’t know. 

Mr. Vetpr. You presumed, of course, it went into— 

Mr. Canon. To pay party bills. 

Mr. Vetpr. Party organization funds for the State committee. 

Mr. Canon. To tell you the truth, I had forgotten. I didn’t men- 
tion to Mr. Kunzig this mail-drop business. It ¢ ompletely slipped my 
mind until that Captain Brown mentioned it to me this morning. 

Maybe he knows the dates. I didnt. 

Mr. Vetpr. Maybe C aptain Brown knew that you were acting 
as a mail drop at that time, too. He seems to know quite a bit about 
Communist activities around here. 

Mr. Canon. Captain Brown’s memory of my activities is quite a 
bit better than my own. 

Mr. Verpr. Well, Mr. Canon, on behalf of the committee—well, 
first of all, I want to say that the gentleman from Tennessee meant no 
reflection on the president of Reed College. 

Mr. Frazrer. Oh, no, none whatsoever. I had heard that he had 
only been with Reed College for the past year or two and I just wanted 
to see if the witness knew anything about it. 

I don’t know. I don’t even remember his name. 

Mr. Vetpr. On the other hand, I understand that he is quite 
the other way so the committee intends no reflection upon any of the 
faculty or students at Reed College as we have mentioned here before. 

Mr. Canon, like a good number of other people you have prob- 
ably had qualms of conscience in coming before our committee to give 
the story of your participation in Communist activities. We have 
listened to stories similar to yours and we realize that others find them- 
selves in the same state of mind when it comes to testifying before 
a congressional committee. 
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I want to ask you if you have been mistreated in any way by our 
committee or any of the members of the staff? Do you feel that you 
have been mistreated ? 

Mr. Canon. Not at all, Mr. Velde. They have been very sympa- 
thetic and helpful. 

Mr. VELDE. You have, of course, rendered a very patriotic service 


in coming before us and telling us everything ths it you know. You 
have ade ot a great deal of information to that which we now possess 
which will help us to legislate on this problem, and in doing so I am 


sure that you have done a service to your country which I am sorry 
to say that a number of other witnesses who have appeared here seem 
unwilling todo. I can only say that the committee extends its appre- 
ciation to you for this service and we wish you the best of luck in what- 
ever your future occupation might be. 

And with that, if the counsel has nothing more 
thing more, Mr. Frazier ? 

Mr. Frazrer. Nothing. 

Mr. Vextpr. You are dismissed with the committee’s thanks. 

Call your next witness, Mr. Counsel. 

Mr. Kunzia. Prof. Lloyd Reynolds. 

Professor Reynotps. Mr. Chairman, I should prefer not to be tele- 
vised. 

Mr. Vevpr. If you will come forward to be sworn and make your 
request after you are sworn. Will you raise your right hand and be 
sworn, please ? 

In the testimony that you are about to give before this subcom- 
mittee do you solemnly swear that you will tell the truth, the whole 
truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God ? 

Professor Reynoxps. I do. 





do you have any- 


TESTIMONY OF LLOYD REYNOLDS, ACCOMPANIED BY HIS 
ATTORNEY, KNELAND CLARK TANNER 


Mr. Vetpe. Now as I understand it you have requested that you 
be not telev ised. You refuse to be teley ised ? 

Professor Reynoutps. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Veipe. Then under the rules of this committee, we are obliged 
to ask the television cameras not to take pictures of the witness during 
this hearing. This is not on account of any desire on the part of the 
committee that the public not have the information that this witness 
has or not be able to see him while he is giving that information, but 
it is a rule of the committee and the rules were passed unanimously 
by the membership of the committee, and so the television cameras 
will please desist from taking pictures until this witness has finished 
with his testimony. 

Proceed, Mr. Counsel. 

Mr. Kunzic. Will you state pas full name please? 

Professor Reynotps. Lloyd J. Reynolds. Shall I spell that? 

Mr. Kunzic. Would you, please? 

Mr. Reynowps. L-l-o-) d, and the Reynolds, R-e-y-n-o-]-d-s. 

Mi Ki NZIG, I note that you are acc mpanied by counsel. Will 
counsel] ple ise state h shame and address for the record ? 

Mr. Tanner. Kneland Clark Tanner, 1041 Pacific Building, Port 


land, Ore. My first name is spelled with a K, K-n-e-l-a-n-d. 
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Mr. Kunzic. Now, Professor Reynolds, will you please give us your 
present address ¢ 

Mr. Reynoxps. 7423 Southeast 31st Avenue. 

Mr. Kunzic. And your present employment please ? 

Mr. Reynotps. I am a professor of art. 

Mr. Kunzie. And where are you a professor ? 

Mr. Reynoips. At Reed College. 

Mr. Kunzic. Would you give the committee a brief résumé of your 
educational background, your formal education. 

Mr. Reynouips. I graduated from the Portland public schools. 
In 1924 I received a bachelor of science degree from Oregon State Col 
leve, then called the Oregon Agricultural College. In 1929 I sicaived 
a master of arts degree from the University of Oregon. 

Mr. Kunzic. And now could you give us a brief résumé of your 
employment background ¢ 

Mr. Reynoips. Pardon me, I don’t understar nd the question. 

Mr. Kunzig. The main places where you have been employed 
throughout the } ‘ears since you finished youn form il educational back- 
ground, not 2 weeks or 3 weeks, but the major positions. 

Mr. Reynouips. Surely. Well, ever since 1929 I have been with 
Reed College. 

Mr. Kunzic. In a teaching capacity for that entire time ? 

Mr. Reynoxps. Yes, si 

Mr. Kunzic. Well now, Professor Reynolds, you have heard testi- 
mony here to the effect that you were a member of the C aye ant 
Party. You have heard testimony from the last witness, Mr. rae 
to that effect, and that he knew you very well, that he used to meet 
your home, and so forth. Have you ever been a member of the Com- 
munist Party, Professor Reynolds? 

Mr. Reynoups. I invoke the protection of the Constitution of 
the United States and particularly the fifth amendment and respect- 
fully decline to answer the question for the reason that the answer 
might tend to incriminate me. 

Mr. Kunzia. Did you ever meet with Mr. Canon and his wife, Spen- 
cer Gill and his wife, and Stanley Moore in meetings of the Communist 
Party, the professional club thereof, here in Portland? 

Mr. Reynoxps. To all such questions, questions to which the answer 
might tend to incriminate me, I intend to answer the same way sir, 
so it would save time if you know that now. 

Mr. Kunzic. When you say the “same answer,” you mean by that 
that you refuse to answer—— 

Mr. Reynotps. I mean that I invoke the protection of the Constitu- 
tion of the United States, as I read it the first time, or simply refer 
back to it. 

Mr. Veiner. Now, Professor Reynolds, I suppose that you were here 
in the hearing room this morning when I mentioned the fact to one 
of the witnesses that there has never been anyone prosecuted as a result 
of his testimony before this committee if he told the truth and answered 
the questions. I feel that you do have the information to give us. I 
wonder if there isn’t some way that you could decide to cooperate with 
the committee and give us the information that you possess in your 
mind? 

One thing I want to say to you is this: that a good many people 
say, “Well, you have the information anyway.” You just heard this 
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last witness testify concerning mail drops. We did not have that 
information. We want the information that you have to add to the 
store of information that we already have. 

Now, would you please answer the questions relative to your com- 
munistic affiliations and activities ? 

Mr. Reynoips. Mr. Chairman, I shall only repeat the statement 
that I read before. 

Mr. Verpr. That is, that you refuse to answer—— 

Mr. Reynoups. Yes, si 

Mr. Vetpe. On the nee that it might tend to incriminate you? 

Mr. Reynoxps. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Kunzic. Are you now—— 

Mr. Veuve. You don’t believe what I say then. As I say then, 
there has been no one prosecuted and I’ll dare you to find someone 
who has been prosecuted when he answered questions and told the 
truth. I don’t see how you can claim the privilege against self-incrim- 
ination. 

Proceed, Mr. Counsel. 

Mr. Kuwzia. I was going to ask, are you now a member of the Com- 
munist Party at this moment? 

Mr. Reynoxps. I invoke the protection of the Constiution of the 
United States, and particularly the fifth amendment, and respect- 
fully decline to answer the question for the reason that the answer 
might tend to incriminate me. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. You decline then in any way to assist or help a com- 
mittee of the Congress of the United States of America in trying to in- 
vestigate the Communist conspiracy in this country? We know that 
you have evidence on this score. We know that you have information 
that you could give us. There has been public testimony about your 
own participation in this. Do you decline to give any information 
about any communistic ac ws ies whatsoever ? 

Mr. Reynoups. Yes, si 

Mr. Kuwnzia. And ee are still a professor at this moment at Reed 
College. 

Mr. Reynorips. At this moment. 

[ Laughter. ] 

Mr. Kunzic. I have no further question, no further questions, Mr. 
Chairman. 

Mr. Vetpe. Just a minute please, just a minute, Professor Rey- 
nolds. Were you finished, Mr. Counsel ? 

Mr. Kuwzic. Yes; I have no further questions. 

Mr. Verve. Do you have some questions, Mr. Frazier? 

Mr. Frazier. I was unable to hear. It is a little bit difficult to hear 
up here, Professor. What subject is it that you teach at Reed College? 
I believe that you anes it but I didn’t catch it. 

Mr. Reynotps. I said that I taught art subjects; history of’ art, 
the graphic arts noe a and creative writing. 

Mr. Frazier. All right, that is all. Thank you. 

Mr. Vetpe. Do you have anything further, Mr. Counsel ? 

Mr. Kunzic. Just one thought comes to my mind—have you ever 
made posters, graphic art things, and exhibits of that nature for the 
Communist Party while at Reed College ? 

Mr. Reynoxps. I am sorry, I shall have to repeat this and I am 
afraid it will be rather boring. 
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Mr. Kunzic. You don’t have to repeat it. Do you? 

Mr. Reynoups. I shall repeat it and it is going to prove boring 
to everyone to hear it over and over, and I repeat it now. 

Mr. Kunzic. You refuse to answer on the same grounds is that it? 

Mr. Reynoxps. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Kunzig. All right. No further questions, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Vevpe. No further questions. The witness is dismissed and 
the committee will be in recess for 10 minutes. 

Mr. Reynoips. Thank you, sir. 

(Ten-minute recess. ) 

Mr. Veupe. The committee will be in order, please. You may 
proceed to call your next witness, Mr. Counsel. 

Mr. Kunzic. Prof. Leonard Marsak. 

Mr. Vextpr. Will you raise your right hand and be sworn? 

In the testimony that you are about to give before this subcommittee 
do you solemnly swear that you will tell the truth, the whole truth, 


and nothing but the truth, so help you God? 
Mr. Marsak. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF LEONARD MARSAK, ACCOMPANIED BY HIS 
ATTORNEY, JAMES V. COLLINS 


Mr. KUNZIG. Would you give your full hame please, Professor 
Marsak ? 

Mr. Marsax. For the record, Mr. Counsel, the — mat ution that was 
given as to my name was incorrect. It is Marsak, M-: a-k, with an 
“s” and not with a “z.” 

Mr. Kunzic. And your first name please ? 

Mr. Marsax. Leonard. 

Mr. Kunzia. Now, Mr. Marsak, what is your present address? 

Mr. Marsak. 7735 oo Fast 18th Avenue, Portland. 

Mr. Kuwnzia. I note that you are accompanied by counsel. Would 
counsel please state his n: ime for the record ? 

Mr. Corus. James V. Collins, 608 Portland Trust Building. 

Mr. Kunzic. Where are you presently employed, Professor Marsak ? 

Mr. Marsax. Reed College. My rank there is instructor. I have 
not yet reached the rank of professor. 

Mr. Kunzic. Thank you for giving us the correct rank. What are 
you an instructor of ? 

Mr. Marsak. Humanities, sir, history and humanities. 

Mr. Frazier. History and what? I didn’t get it. 

Mr. Marsak. Humanities. 

Mr. Kunzic. Now, Professor Marsak, you heard testimony here 
identifying you as having been a member of the Communist Party. 
The testimony related to the fact that you had been at Cornell Uni 
versity and active there in the party. Did you attend Cornell Uni- 
versity ? 

Mr. Marsax. May I confer with counsel, sir ? 

(Witness confers with counsel. ) 

Mr. Marsak. Sir, I respectfully decline to answer that question on 
the grounds of the Ist, the 5th, and the 14th amendments. 

Mr. Kunzia. Is there anything that could possibly incriminate you 
by merely answering the question as to whether you had attended 
Cornell University ? 
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(Witness confers with counsel. ) 

Mr. Marsaxk. Sir, in good conscience and with due respect for the 
law, I must submit the same answer to that question. 

Mr. Kunzic. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully request the witness be 
directed to answer the question, “Did you attend Cornell University ?” 

Mr. Verner. Before direction—I certainly will direct the witness 
to answer the question—I wonder, Mr. Marsak, if you heard the 
remarks that I made to the previous witness regarding the fact that 
there has never once been anyone, any Witness, who appeared before 
this committee prosecuted for anything growing out of his testimony 
where he answered the que stions, and answered the questions truth- 
fully 
Mr. Cottrns. Mr. Chairman, may I raise a point of information, 
a procedural point ? 

Mr. Vetpe. You may confer with counsel. What is the point 
of information ? 

Mr. Coturns. Very sincerely, section (B) of your rule 7, I am in 
doubt, just exactly how to advise my client in regard to my position 
here with him. If you might give me your interpretation of that 
please, I would appreciate it. 

Mr. Veipe. Our counsel will do that at the present time. 

Mr. Kt NZIG. You ] ave bee present here before and watched some 
of the counsel, have you, in the courtroom ? 

Mr. Cotirns. Yes, Mr. Kunzig. 

Mr. Kunzic. Rule 7 (B) says, “The participation of counsel during 
the course of any hearing and while the witness is testifying shall be 
limited to advising said witness as to his legal rights. Counsel shall 
not be permitted to engage in oral argument with the committee, but 
shall confine his activity to the area of legal advice to his client.” 

The practice has been before the committee that you may at any 
time discuss any matter with your client. You may step back, if you 
feel that you are too near a microphone. If you desire, some counsel 
have even desired to take their witness—or clients—out of the room 
to discuss matters. That will all be permitted. But you may not 
make speeches, or opening addresses or closing addresses, or speak to 
the committee. Is that understood ? 

Mr. Coritns. That is substantially as I understand it. I do not 
have the right to cross-examine or to call witnesses, is that right ? 

Mr. Kuwnzia. I think you know that. You have seen this and you 
have seen the book and you have had this before. I think that is cor- 
rect. Let us go ahead with the questioning, Mr. Chairman. You 
were about, I believe Mr. Chairman, to direct the witness to answer the 
question as to whether he attended Cornell University. 

Mr. Vetpe. I don’t remember whether he answered the question 
about the statement that I made, whether you heard it this morning 
when I made it to the previous witness. 

Mr. Marsak. I am sorry, sir, what question are you asking? 

Mr. Verpr. Let me repeat a statement and then ask you a question. 
I stated toa previous witness that no witness who had appeared before 
his committee during the nearly 10 years of its existence, who an- 
swered questions truthfully, was ever prosecuted for any crime grow- 
ing out of his testimony. Did you hear me make that statement to 
the previous witness? — 


Mr. Marsax. Yes, I think so. 
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Mr. Vexpe. In view of that fact, of course, you might be the 
first—there is always that chance—but in view of that fact that wit 
nesses who do tell the truth and answer questions have not been subject 
to prosecution, will you now answer the question that was asked you 
by counsel a minute ago, “Did you attend Cornell University ?’ 

(Witness confers with counsel. ) 

Mr. Marsax. Well sir, on advice of counsel, if it were possible for 
me to call witnesses and cross-examine them, I would be glad to answer 
that question. Otherwise, sir, 1 would have to respectfully decline to 
answer that on the—invoking the protection of the first and the fifth 
amendments which state that I may not be compelled to be a witness 
ugainst myself, and in calling witnesses I would like to be confronted 
with my informant and have the opportunity to question him on this. 

Mr. Vetpe. Well you did hear Mr. Owen, I believe it was, testify 
here that you were a member of the Communist Party with him? 

Mr. Marsan. Yes, I heard that. 

Mr. Vevpr. Is that true? 

(Witness confers with counsel. ) 

Mr. Marsak. Sir, again I must respectfully decline to answer that 
question and invoke the protection of the Constitution and particu- 
larly the fifth amendment on the grounds that an answer to that ques- 
tion might tend to incriminate me. 

Mr. Vetpe. Proceed Mr. Counsel. 

Mr. Kunzia. Did you belong to the Communist Party group at 
Cornell University in Ithaca, N. Y.? 

( Witness confers with counsel. ) 

Mr. Marsak. I wish to 

Mr. Kunzie. If you wish to shorten it, you can just say “same 
answer” and we will understand that you are refusing to answer on 
the grounds of the fifth amendment because you fear that the answer 
might tend to incriminate you. 

(Witness confers with counsel.) 

Mr. Marsax. I will do that, sir, on the grounds of the first and fifth 
amendment. 

Mr. Kunzic. You refuse to answer on the grounds of the first and 
fifth amendment? Well, are you a member of the Communist Party 
today ¢ 

Mr. Marsax. Again, Mr. Kunzig, I respectfully decline to answer 
that question on the grounds that I have previously stated. 

Mr. Kunzia. Are you active in any group of the Communist Party 
on the Reed College campus? 

Mr. Marsax. Mr. Kunzig, I cannot answer that question on the 
grounds that I have previously stated. 

Mr. Kunzic. Now many people have stated here today or yesterday 
that they refused to answer these questions. They won’t tell this 
committee. As an interesting item, Mr. Chairman, we have just 
received a telephone call from someone who said that they had been 
looking at this on television all day and said why not ask this ques- 
tion, and it was an interesting one and I think that I shall ask you. 

If your next door neighbor, not this committee but your next door 
neighbor, were to ask you, “Have you ever been a member of the Com- 
munist Party ?”, would you tell him the answer ? 

Mr. Marsak. Well, sir, we have just moved here. I have been, I 
think, a little bit too busy to get to know my next door neighbors. 
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Mr. Kunzic. Well if any citizen here instead of this committee 
should ask you, if any neighbor, if the butcher, if the barber, if any- 
one should say, “Have you been a member of the Communist Party ?”, 
would you tell him yes or no! 

(Witness confers with counsel.) 

Mr. Marsax. That depends, Mr. Kunzig, on the nature of the rela- 
tionship that was established. If they were the proper authority and 
I had the opportunity to—well, one of those relationships might be 
if they were the proper authority and I had the opportunity to face 
my informant and to question him. 

Mr. Verpr. Let me ask you this, Mr. Marsak. If an FBI agent 
came up to you and asked you if you were a member of the Com- 
munist Party would you tell him? 

Mr. Kunzic. I might add in addition to your question, Mr. Chair- 
man, that 

Mr. Vetpe. Just a minute, just a minute, let him answer this ques- 
tion. Let him have an opportunity to confer with counsel. 

(Witness confers with counsel.) 

Mr. Vevpe. For as tere I am satisfied that the FBI 
does not put you under oath when they question you. 

Mr. Marsax. Well rr r, ‘if it were on the street, well then, no. If 
under certain other circumstances, well, perhaps. 

Mr. Verve. What other circumstances ? 

(Witness confers with counsel.) 

Mr. Marsax. Under the circumstances that I have related perhaps 
if I could call witnesses. Sir, in answer to your questions, I would 
hke to state some of the reasons why I cannot do so. As I said earlier, 
in good conscience I could not answer the questions because to agree to 
answer would make me a party to an invasion of constitutional rights 
and an invasion of the independence of educational institutions, one of 
which I am a member. 

Mr. Vevpe. The protection of the fifth amendment is a protection 
for you. You are the one who is using it voluntarily. It is one of 
your privileges. 

Mr. Marsax. Yes, s 

Mr. Vetpr. We are not forcing you to use it, the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Marsak. I know that you are not. I am talking about the first 
amendment at this moment which—— 

Mr. Vetpe. We are not forcing you to use that either. 

Mr. Marsak. (continuing). States that Congress shall make no law 
abridging the freedom of speech, or the press, or of association. It fol- 
lows from this, sir, that Congress has no power to inquire into the 
beliefs and associations, of my beliefs and associations. 

Mr. Veuve. All right. proc eed. we will listen to it for about the 
“umpteenth” time now. 

Mr. Marsax. Pardon, sir? 

Mr. Vener. Proceed. 

Mr. Marsak. All right, sir, as you yourself have stated the only 
legitimate purpose of this committee is to conduct hearings in order 
to propose legislation. And even if that were so, it would still have 
no authority to inquire into the beliefs or associations of a witness. I 
cite the case of R uml uy VY. T he United State 8. March 1953 





COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE PACIFIC NORTHWEST AREA 6705 


This in sum is my reason for invoking the protection of the first 
amendment. I think that there have been in the past other positions— 
some support for this from the Supreme Court. 

Beyond this, sir, in invoking the protection of the fifth amend- 
ment—— 

Mr. Kunzic. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully submit that the witness 
is first of all wasting time, secondly citing law which is not law in the 
United States of America. The Supreme Court has upheld the power 
of this committee to ask these questions again and again and again, 
starting as early as 1947, 1948, 1949 and even before. And this is 1954, 
and the power of this committee to ask these questions and to investi- 
gate into this field has been absolutely and clearly established and I 
don’t think that any time is served or any purpose is served by having 
this witness give us a legal lecture in improper and wrong law. 

Mr. Marsax. Mr. Chairman—— 

Mr. Veuve. Let me ask you this question, we are familiar with 
the law in this particular instance. Has an FBI agent ever asked you 
whether you were a member or had been a member of the Communist 
Party ? 

Mr. Marsak. I cannot answer that question, sir, on the grounds that 
T have already stated. 

Mr. Vexipr. Well now as a matter of fact didn’t an FBI agent 
come to your door and you slammed the door in his face when he at- 
tempted to ask you whether or not you were a Communist, about your 
previous C ommunist record? Isn’t that the truth ? 

Mr. Marsak. Sorry, I cannot answer that question. 

Mr. Vetpr. You said that under some circumstances you might 
tell an FBI agent about your past connections with the Communist 
Party, possibly about the present, too. What circumstances would 
you tell an FBI agent about your Communist history ? 

(Witness confers with counsel.) 

Mr. Marsak. If I had counsel, sir, and he could cross-examine the 
witnesses, and if I could testify in my behalf, then - 

Mr. Vewpr. Well, you wouldn’t be under oath, of course, in that 
particular case. 

Mr. Marsax. I am under oath now. 

Mr. Vevpe. It would just be a matter of giving him information. 

Mr. Kunztc. And you can testify in your own behalf now too. This 
is a wonderful opportunity. 

Mr. Marsax. I would like to do so germane to raising the points that 
I think are essential to this hearing, sir. Mr. Chairman, I don’t think 
that I am wasting your time. I am trying to be friendly, sir, polite 
and courteous. But this is a hearing and it would seem to me es 
cedurally in the past congressional hearings they have heard both 
sides of a question, at least both sides. 

Mr. Vevpr. Let me disabuse your mind of that, sir. A congres- 
sional hearing is a lot different than a court of law. 

Mr. Marsaxr. Yes, indeed. 

Mr. Verpr. A congressional hearing is carried on by many com- 
mittees of Congress to obtain information upon which to base legis- 
lation. The witness is never cross-examined or faced with his accuser 
as he is in a court of law. Now in a court of law you don’t have the 
right of a counsel sitting at your side by the witness stand advising 
you what to answer as to your constitutional rights. You are up there 
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on the stand without your counsel. This is an entirely different pro- 

cedure than what you are talking about as far as cross-eXx: umination is 
concerned. I am satisfied that if we had witnesses like you and al- 
lowed cross-examination in your particular case that the legislative 
process would be completely destroyed in this country and I am not 
going to stand for that. 

Mr. Marsak. Sir, I don’t mean to be argumentative but I think 
that that was the quest on that I] raised, the one of procedure under 
se ain amendments. I must rest upon those grounds, sir, and if you 
will allow me to do so, to perhaps state just as briefly as I can some 
otti he reasons why in wood conscience I do so. 

Mr. Vewpe. I think that Ag have already used every possible 
legal grounds. The rest of it is very familiar to t this committee. It is 
the same old party line that we have heard time and time again. The 
spectators might be interested in it but certainly we are not and we 
wi ld like to close these hearings. We have been sitting in pub lic 
hearings now for the past 6 day sand we would certainly like to closs 
these hearings and get a little rest. I think that I can speak for the 
ventleman from Tennessee as to that matter, too. 

And so let’s proceed, Mr. Counsel, and see if we can get any infor- 
mation at all out of this witness. 

Mr. Kunze. I have just one further question, Mr. Chairman? Are 
youa citizen of the United States ? 

Mr. Marsak. Yes. 

Mr. Kunzic. Were you born in the United States? 

Mr. Marsak. Yes. 

Mr. Kunzic. And so you area citizen here by birth? 

Mr. Marsak. That is right. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. I have no further questions. 

Mr. Vetpe. Just a minute. Do you have any questions [to Mr. 
Frazier | ? 

Mr. Frazrer. No questions. 

Mr. Vetpre. Let me ask you one question. If we were to be in- 
volved in a war with Soviet Russia on one side and the United States 
of America on the other side would you fight for the United States of 
America in such a war? 

(Witness confers with counsel.) 

Mr. Kunzia. I think the record should note the amount of time that 
this is taking to decide the answer to this question. 

(A lapse of 20 seconds. ) 

Mr. Marsax. Sir, this isa very complex question. 

Mr. Verve. If the witness were loyal to this country at all he would 
have no hesitancy in answering that question. 

Mr. Cortins. Mr. Chairman, I assume full responsibility. I was 
informed that we could even go outside and discuss the answer. 

Mr. Veuve. All right, you may have the opportunity. Proceed. 

(Witness confers with counsel.) 

Mr. Marsak. Sir, I most emphatically would fight for the United 
States. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. Have you ever been in the Armed Forces? 

Mr. Marsaxk. Yes I have, sir. 

Mr. Kunzia. When? 

Mr. Marsaxk. From early—I enlisted in November 1942 and was 
discharged in October 1945. 
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Mr. Kunzic. Now let’s ask this: Were you a member of the Com- 
munist Party when you were in the Armed Forces at that time? 

( Witness confers with counsel.) 

Mr. Marsak. Sir, I respectfully decline to answer that question on 
the ground of the fourteenth and the fifth amendment in that 

Mr. Veuve. Anything further ? 

Mr. Kuwnzia. Nothing further, Mr. Chairman. I think that makes 
clear his position. 

Mr. Vetpr. The witness is excused and dismissed and you will 
call your next witness, Mr. Counsel. 

Mr. Kunzie. Spencer Gill. 

Mr. Vetpr. Will you raise your right hand and be sworn, please? 

In the testimony that you are about to give before this subcommittee 
do you solemnly swear that you will tell the truth, the whole truth, 


and nothing but the truth, so help you God? 
Mr. Giiu. I do. 





TESTIMONY OF SPENCER JOHN GILL ACCOMPANIED BY HIS 
ATTORNEY, JAMES V. COLLINS 


Mr. Vexipe. Proceed. 

Mr. Gru. I request that the television cameras be turned away. 

Mr. Vevpr. Under the regular procedure and rules of the com- 
mittee it will be necessary for me to request that the television cam- 
eras do not take—do not telecast—the witness during the progress of 
this hearing. 

(10 second pause. ) 

Mr. Kuwnzia. I think that the record should show that the reason 
that we are waiting is that they are conferring with counsel which is 
perfectly proper. 

(Witness confers with counsel.) 

Mr. Vexvpe. Are you finished now? 

(Witness nods head.) 

Mr. Kunzic. Will you state your full name, please? 

Mr. Gitu. Spencer John Gill, G-i-]-l. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. Mr. Gill, I notice that you are accompanied by coun- 
sel. Will counsel once again state his name for the record ? 

Mr. Coturns. James V. Collins, 608 Portland Trust Building. 

Mr. Kunzic. What is your present address, Mr. Gill? 

Mr. Gru. May I confer with counsel, please ? 

(Witness confe rs with counsel.) 

Mr. Git. 923 South East Lambert, Portland 2, Oreg. 

Mr. Kouwzia. Lent e-r-t? 

Mr. Gri. That is correct. 

Mr. Kunzic. Where are you presently employed, Mr. Gill? 

Mr. Giri. May I confer with counsel ? 

Mr. Kunzia. Please go right ahead. 

(Witness confers with counsel.) 

Mr. Git. I am self-employed as a free-lance writer. 

Mr. Kunzic. Would you give the committee a brief résumé of your 
educational background ? 

(Witness confers with counsel. ) 

Mr. Gitt. Upon advice of counsel I refuse to answer upon the 
grounds and for the reasons as follows: First, as an invasion of the 
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rights guaranteed under the Ist amendment to the Constitution of 
the United States of freedom of speech, of press, religion, and assem- 
bly: second, invoking my rights and privileges provided for under 
the 4th, 9th, 10th, and 14th amendments to the Constitution of the 
United States and the constitution of the State of Oregon respecting 
substantive and procedural due process, freedom of conscience, speech, 
assembly and elections; thirdly, invoking my rights and privileges 
under the 5th amendment to the Constitution of the United States 
guaranteeing that I shall not be compelled to be a witness against 
myself or that I be deprived of liberty or property without due process 
of law. 

Mr. Kunzie. Now Mr. Gill, let’s take it up this way and let’s take 
it bit by bit and we will see where it incriminates you. Now did you 
ever go to elementary school, Mr. Gill ? 

Mr. Gitu. May I confer with counsel, please ? 

Mr. Kunzie. You check that up with him ? 

(Witness confers with counsel.) 

Mr. Girt. Upon advice of counsel I must respectfully refuse to 
answer on the grounds previously stated. 

Mr. Kunzic. Now, Mr. Gill 

Mr. Vevpe. That is a ligitimate question for our counsel to ask and 
certainly one which should be answered. I can see no way in which 
that would tend to incriminate you whatsoever as far as your ele- 
mentary school is concerned and so you are directed to answer the 
— on. Now in refusing, if you do refuse, will you please just 

“T refuse on the grounds that I have previously stated,” or some- 
thir C, 

Mr. Giti. Upon advice of counsel, I refuse to answer on the grounds 
previously stated. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. Did you ever go to high school? 

Mr. Git. Upon the advice of counsel, I refuse respectfully to 

:nswer upon the eoumes previously stated. 

Mr. Kunzic. Mr. Chairman, will you kindly direct the witness to 
answer that ahiaieas 

Mr. Vevtpre. Yes, you are again directed to answer that question. 

Mr. Gitt. Again, sir, on advice of counsel, I must respectfully refuse 
to answer on the earls previously named. 

Mr. Kunzie. Did you ever go to college ? 

Mr. Giz. Again, sir, upon the advice of counsel, I must refuse to 
answer on the grounds previously stated. 

Mr. Konzic. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully request that he be di- 
rected to answer that question. 

Mr. Vetpr. Again you are directed to answer the question. 

Mr. Gy. Sir, upon advice of counsel, I must respectfully refuse to 
answer upon the grounds previously stated. 

Mr. Kunzic. Have you ever been in the Armed Forces of the United 
States ? 

Mr. Gru. May I confer with counsel ? 

(Witness confers with counsel.) 

Mr. Girt. Upon advice of counsel, I must respectfully refuse to 
answer upon the grounds previously stated. 

Mr. Vertpr. Again you are directed to answer that question. There 
certainly shouldn’t be anything wrong with serving your country. 
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Mr. Girt. Upon advice of counsel, I must respectfully refuse to 
answer upon the grounds as previously stated. 

Mr. Kunzic. Another name to add to the contempt list. 

Mr. Gill, have you ever been a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Gitt. Upon advice of counsel, I must respectfully refuse to 
answer upon the grounds as previously stated. 

Mr. Kunzic. Were you State educational director of the Communist 
Party in 1947 here in Oregon ? 

Mr. Giz. Upon the advice of counsel, I must respectfully refuse 
to answer upon the a as previously stated. 

Mr. Kuwnzia. Mr. Canon testified that you and your wife belonged 
to the Professional Club of the Communist Party along with Mr. 
Canon and his wife, and Lloyd Reynolds and his wife, and Stanley 
Moore. Did you belong to that professional club of the Communist 
Party here in Portland, Oreg. ? 

Mr. Guu. Upon advice of counsel, I must again respectfully refuse 
to answer upon the grounds previously stated. 

Mr. Kuwnzia. Isn’t it a fact that you were a member of the Negro 
commission of the Communist Party in 1948, Mr. Gill? 

Mr. Grit. Upon advice of counsel, I must respectfully refuse to 
answer upon the grounds previously stated. 

Mr. Kunzic. Did you ever give “educationals” to Communist Party 
members at closed Communist Party meetings in Portland, Oreg.? 

Mr. Gru. Upon advice of counsel, I must respectfully refuse to 
answer upon the grounds as previously stated. 

Mr. Kunzic. Are you now a member of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Guz. Upon the advice of counsel, I must respectfully refuse to 
answer upon the grounds as previously stated. 

Mr. Kunzia. If you were in the Armed Forces of the United States 
of America, and of course I don’t know that because you wouldn’t 
answer that question, but if you were in the Armed Forces, were you 
a member of the Communist Party while you were in the Armed 
RA 

Mr. Grtt. Upon advice of counsel, I must respectfully refuse to 

answer that question upon the grounds as previously stated. 

Mr. Kunzic. No further questions, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Vetpr. Do you have any questions, Mr. Frazier ? 

Mr. Frazrer. No questions, 

Mr. Vener. I suppose that it would be useless for me to proceed 
further trying to get any information out of this witness, and so the 
witness is dismissed. Call your next witness, please. 

Mr. Kunzie. Sam Markson. 

Mr. Vevpe. Will you raise your right hand and be sworn? 

In the testimony that you are about to give before this subcommittee 
do you solemnly swear that you will tell the truth, the whole truth, 
and nothing but the truth, so help you God ? 

Mr. Marxson. I do. 

Mr. Kunzic. Would you state your full name, please ? 


TESTIMNOY OF SAM MARKSON, ACCOMPANIED BY HIS 
ATTORNEY, BERKELEY LENT 


Mr. Marxson. My name is Sam Markson, M-a-r-k-s-o-n. 
Mr. Kuwnzie. I note that you are accompanied by counsel. Would 
counsel please state his name and office address for the record ? 
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Mr. Lent. My name is Berkeley Lent, B-e-r-k-e-l-e-y, the last name 
Lent, L-e-n-t, Loy alty Building, Portland, Oreg. 

Mr. Kunzic. Mr. Markson, what is your present address, sir ? 

Mr. Marxson. I live at 6651 North East Roselawn, Portland, Oreg. 

Mr. Kunzic. Would you spell that Roselawn? Is it R-o-s-e-]-a-w-n ? 

Mr. Marxson. That is right, sir. 

Mr. Kunzic. What is your employment, sir? 

Mr. Marxson. I am self-employed. 

Mr. Kunzic. What type of work? 

Mr. Marxson. I’m a painter. 

Mr. Kunzic. Painter. Now Mr. Markson, you have heard testimony 
here with regard to your membership in the Communist Party. You 
have been identified as having been a member of the Communist Party 
Now I ask you: Have you ever been a member of the Communist Party? ? 

(Witness confers with counsel.) 

Mr. Marxson. Mr. Kunzig, upon advice of counsel, I refuse to 
answer that question upon the grounds and for the reasons as follows: 
First, that the question constitutes an attempted invasion of rights 
cuaranteed to me under the first amendment and to the Constitution 
of the United States the rights of freedom of speech, press, religion, 
and assembly; second, that the question is in derogation of my rights 
ind privileges provided for under the 4th, the 9th, the 10th, and the 
14th amendments to the Constitution of the United States and the 
Constitution of the State of Oregon respecting substantive procedural 
due process, freedom of conscience, speech, assembly, and elections, and 
right of privacy; third, I invoke my rights and privileges under 

» fifth amendment to the Constitution of the United States guaran- 
a eing that I shall not be compelled to be a witness against myself and 
that I be not deprived of liberty or property without due process of 
law. 

I further refuse to answer on the grounds that the answer to that 
question might tend to incriminate and degrade me. 

Mr. Kuwzic. Now Mr. Markson, isn’t it a fact that you have been in 
the Communist Party since at least 1940? If you are going to refuse 
to answer I suggest that you just say that you refuse on the same 
crounds instead of reading the entire speech again. 

Mr. Marxson. I refuse on the same ground. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. Were you a member of the district committee of the 
Communist Party in 1949? 

(Witness confers with counsel.) 

Mr. Marxson. I refuse to answer on the same grounds. 

Mr. Kunzia. Isn’t it a fact that you were a member of the executive 
committee of the Communist Party of the State of Oregon? 

Mr. Marxson. I refuse on the same grounds. 

Mr. Kunzia. Are you a member of the Communist Party now ? 

Mr. Marxson. I refuse to answer that on the same grounds. 

Mr. Kunzia. Isn't it a fact that even today you are an active member 
of the Communist Party and have been for the last few years in addi- 
tion to your previous activity ? 

Mr. Marxson. I refuse to answer that on the same grounds. 

Mr. Kunzic. Have you ever been in the Armed Forces of the United 
states ¢ 


(Witness confers with counsel.) 
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Mr. Marxson. By the question I take it you mean the Armed Forces 
as a military service / 

Mr. Kuwnzie. Yes. 

Mr. Markson. Would that include working in a shipyard, say, fon 
example ¢ 

Mr. Kunzica. Let’s say first—we will come to that. Now let me say 
first: Were you ever in the Army, Navy, or Air Corps, any of the Arme« 
Korees of the United States, Coast Guard / 

Mr. Vetpr. How about the Marines / 

Mir. Kunzic. Marines, part of the Navy, sir. 

Mr. Marxson. No. 

Mr. Kunzic. You were not? Now | presume that you want me to 
ask whether you ever worked in the shipyards / 

Mr. Marxson. I didn’t ask you. 

Mr. Kunzic. Well, I will ask you that. Did you ever work in the 
shipyards? You were trying to get that on the record so I am trying 
to give you the opportunity. 

Mr. Markson. Yes, I did work in the shipyards. 

Mr. Kunzig. Were those ships that were being built for use in thi 
armed services ? 

Mr. Markson. I really don’t know. I’m not in a position to know 

Mr. Kunzia. I see. Well now were you a member of the Communist 
Party when you worked in the shipyards ¢ 

(Witness confers with counsel. ) 

Mr. Marxson. I refuse to answer that question on the same grounds 

Mr. Kunzia. I have no further questions, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Vetpr. Any questions, Mr. Frazier? 

Mr. Frazier. No questions. 

Mr. VELDE. The witness 1s clismissed and the committee will be 
in a short recess for about 5 minutes. 

( Five-minute recess. ) 

Mr. Veupre. The committee will be in order please. Proceed to 
call your next witness, Mr. Counsel. 

Mr. Kunzie. Dave Lapham. 

Mr. Vetpe. Will you raise your right hand and be sworn in? 

In the testimony that vou are about to give before this subcommittee 
do you solemnly swear that you will tell the truth, the whole truth, and 
nothing but the truth, so help) vou God. 

Mr. Laruam. I do. 

Mr. Kunzic. Would you state your full name, please ? 


TESTIMONY OF DAVID B. LAPHAM, ACCOMPANIED BY HIS 
ATTORNEY, KNELAND CLARK TANNER 


Mr. Larnam. David B. Lapham, L-a-p-h-a-m. 

Mr. Kunzic. Would counsel once again state his name for the rec- 
ord, please sir? 

Mr. Tanner. Kneland Clark Tanner, 1041 Pacifie Building in this 
city. 

Mr. Kunzic. Your address, Mr. Lapham? 

Mr. Laruam. 1520 South West Montgomery Street. 

Mr. Kunzic. What is your employment, sir? 

Mr. Laruam. Iam employed as a social worker. 
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Mr. Kunzic. As a social worker? Is that for a private agency or 
public ? 

Mr. Lapuam. For a public agency. 

Mr. Kunzic. What is the public agency ? 

Mr. Laruam. Multnomah County Public Welfare Commission. 

Mr. Kunzic. How long h: ave you been so employed ¢ 

Mr, Lapua. Since the 6th of August of 1953. 

Mr. Kunzic. Mr. Lapham, sir, ‘would you give the committee a 
brief résumé of your educational background ? 

Mr. Larnam. I attended several grammar schools in the city of 
Portland. I am a graduate from Benson Polytechnic High School. 
I had spent about 4 years at Reed College. 

Mr. Kunzic. Youspent 4 years at Reed ? 

Mr. Larpnam, Asa student; yes. 

Mr. Kunzic. Are you there now or are you graduated ? 

Mr. Laruam. Neither. I’ve been there about 4 years. I have not 
received a degree as yet. [I have some uncompleted work. 

Mr. Kunzic. I see. And what is your present age? 

Mr. Laryam.. Twenty-five. 

Mr. Kunzic. Did you go right into the social-work employment 
after completing whatever your tour of work was at Reed College ? 

Mr. Larnam. Yes: very shortly after that. 

Mr. Kunzic. Now Mr. Lapham, there has been testimony here con- 
cerning various people having been members of the John Reed Club 
of the Communist Party here in Portland, Oreg. Have you ever been 
a member of the John Reed Club of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Larnam. I must invoke the protection of the Constitution of 
the United States and in particular the fifth amendment and respect- 
fully decline to answer that question for the reason that it may tend 
to incriminate me. 

Mr. Kunzic. Are you now a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Larnam. I am not. 

Mr. Kunzic. You are not? 

Mr. Larnam. No. 

Mr. Kunzia. Were you a member of the Communist Party in Jan- 
uary of 1954? 

Mr. Larunam. No; I was not. 

Mr. Kunzic. Were you a member of the Communist Party in July 
of 19537 

Mr. Larnam. No; I was not. 

Mr. Kunzic. Were you a member of the Communist Party in Janu- 
ary of 1953? 

Mr. Laruam. No: I was not. 

Mr. Kunzic. I'll keep going as long as you will. Were you a mem- 
ber of the Communist Party in July of 1952? 

Mr. Larnam. No; I was not. 

Mr. Kunzic. How about January of 1952? 

Mr. Larpnam. No; I was not. 

Mr. Kunzic. How about July of 1951? 

Mr. Laruam. No: I was not. 

Mr. Kunzic. January of 1951? 

Mr. Larnam. No; I was not. 

Mr. Kunzia. July of 1950? 

Mr. LarHam. No. 
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Mr. Kunzia. Will you save time and tell me when you got out? 

Mr. Laruam. I have given no testimony that would imply that I 
was a member. 

Mr. Kunzic. Were you a member of the Communist Party in Jan- 
uary of 1950? 

Mr. Larnam. No; I was not. 

Mr. Kunzic. How about, were you a member of the Communist 
Party in July of 1949? 

Mr. Larnam. I invoke the protection of the Constitution of the 
United States and particularly the fifth amendment and respectfully 
decline to answer that question. 

Mr. Kunzic. All right, and that was July of 1949. We now have 
narrowed it down to bet tween July of 1949 and Janu: ry of 1950. Were 
you a member of ar ommunist Party in August of 1949? 

Mr. Laruam. I decline to answer that question. 

Mr. Kunzia. September of 19—I will assume that you will answer 
on the same grounds. 

Mr. Lapuam. Yes; the same grounds. 

Mr. Kunzic. In September of 1949 were you a member of the Com 
munist Party ? 

Mr. Larnam. I decline to answer. 

Mr. Kunzia. In October of 1949? 

Mr, Larpnam. [’ll make it simple. For the year 1949 I will decline. 

Mr. Kuwnzie. All right, December 31 of 1949, were you a member 
cf the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Laruam. I said that for the year 1949 I will <lecline to answer 
that question. 

Mr. Kunzia. You decline. January 1 of 1950 were you a member 
of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Laruam. No; I was not. 

Mr. Kunzie. Did it take place on New Year’s eve? 

Mr. Lapuam. As I’ve said before, I have given no testimony before 
this subcommittee that would indicate that I have ever been a mem- 
ber of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Kuwnzia. I have no further questions of this witness, Mr. Chair- 
man. 

Mr. Vevpr. Mr. Frazier? 

Mr. Frazier. No questions. 

Mr. Vevpr. I have no further questions. The witness is dismissed. 
Will you call your next witness please / 

Mr. Kunzic. David Gregg. 

Mr. Vextor. Will you raise your right hand and be sworn please? 

In the testimony that you are about to give before this subcommittee 
do you solemnly swear that you will tell the truth, the whole truth, 
and nothing but the truth, so help you God ? 

Mr. Greaea. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF DONNELLY DAVID GREGG, ACCOMPANIED BY 
HIS ATTORNEY, BERKELEY LENT 


Mr. Vevpr. You may be seated. 

Mr. Greea. No television. 

Mr. Veupr. If we do not have television would you answer the 
questions when they are put to you ? 

(No response. ) 
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Mr. Veupr. Well, in any event the Chair must again direct the 
television cameras to desist from taking pictures of the witness while 
he is testifying. 

Mr. Kunzic. Would you state your full name, please, Mr. Gregg / 

Mr. Greece. Donnelly David Gregg. 

Mr. Kunzic. Would you spell the first name / 

Mr. Gree. D-o-n-n-e-l-l-y D-a-v-i-d G-r-e-g-g. 

Mr. Kuwnzia. I note that you are accompanied DN counsel. Will 
counsel please state his name and office address for the record ? 

Mr. Len My hame 1s Berkeley Lent. The office address is 901 
Loyalty Building, Portland, Oreg. 

Mr. Kunzic. Mr. Gregg, what is your address, sir ? 

Mr. Greee. I am now living in a house trailer south of Milwaukie, 
reg It is registered as a trailer court. 

Mr. Kunzic. South of where ¢ 

Mr. Greee. South of Milwaukie, ¢ reg. 

Mr. Kwunzic. I see. What is your present employment ? 

Mr. Greee. [am temporarily laid off. 

Mr. Kunzic. Would you give the committee a brief résumé of your 
koround / 

Mr. Greee. Well. I went to Orammar s hool and to high school, 
eraduated from Washington High. 

Mr. Kunzic. Where is that ¢ 

Mr. Greaa. It isin the ¢ ity ot Portland. 

Mr. Kunzie. In Portland’ What vear did you graduate from 
Washington High, in Portland ? 

Mr. Greece. 1941. 

Mr. Kunzie. And then did you have any further education ? 

Mr. Greac. Yes; I did. 

Mr. Kunzic. Where did you go after that ? 

Mr. Greco. I went to Compton Junior College. 

Mr. Kunzie. And did you graduate from Compton Junior College ? 

Mr. Greaa. I did not. 

Mr. Kunzic. How long did vou go there ? 

Mr. Greea. A little over a halfaterm. I’m not sure. 

Mr. Kunzie. Is there any further part to your formal education 
or does that conclude it ? 

Mr. GREGG. No. | went to Reed G lege. 

Mr. Kunzic. To Reed College; and how long did you go to Reed 
College ? 

Mr. GREGG. My college education was interrupted, I started in 
1949, the fall of 1949. 

Mr. Kunzia. You started in the fall of 1949. 

Mr. Greece. That is right. 

Mr. Kunzic. Roughly how long did you stay there ? 

Mr. Greee. I left temporarily because of illness in December, I 
believe. 

Mr. Kunzia. Did you go back and finish the work ? 

Mr. Greoe. And I left fora year. I returned, and I’m not certain of 
these dates. 

Mr. Kunzic. To the best of your recollection. 

Mr. Grea. I returned in 1951, February, I believe. 

Mr. Vevpr. Would you put your microphone a little closer? It is 
difficult to hear. Thank you very much. 


elucational bac 
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Mr. Kunzia. Now then, did you ever oraduate then, finally, from 
Reed College ? 

Mr. Greece. No; I didn’t. I didn’t attend this year. I attended last 
vear, and that was the last. 

Mr. Kunzia. I see. While you were at Reed College, were you ever 
a member of any Communist group or organization ¢ 

Mr. Greca. I decline to answer that question. 

Mr. Kunzie. On the fifth amendment ? 

Mr. Greece. On the grounds that that question might tend to incrim 
inate me, and I invoke the fifth amendment, that I shall not be forced 
to be a witness against myself. 

Mr. Kunzic. We understand that, and if you say “same grounds” 
from now on, I'll understand that that is the grounds. Now were you 
a member of the John Reed Club of the Communist Party / 

Mr. Greae. I decline to answer that question on the same grounds. 

Mr. Kunzic. Same srounds. Were you ever a member of the Henry 
Winston Club of the Communist Party in Portland ¢ 

Mr. Grece. I decline to answer that question on the same grounds. 

Mr. Kunzie. Are you now a member of the Communist Party 4 

Mr. Greeaa. I decline to answer that question on the same grounds 

Mr. Kunzie. Were you ever in the Armed Forces of the United 
mtates ¢ 

Mr. Greao. Just a moment (conters with counsel). Yes: I was. 

Mr. Kunzie. When ? 

Mr. Greco. During 1943-44, about 2 vears during World War II 

Mr. Kunzic. During the time you were a member of the Armed 
}’ orces—— 

Mr. Greece. I got my dates mixed up here. I’m trying to think. 

Mr. Kunzic. Well, give them to us to the best of your recollection. 

Mr. Greae. 1944-45. I was discharged in 1946. 

Mr. Kunzic. I see. Now when you were in the Armed Forces of the 
United States, by the way, was it Army, Navy? 

Mr. Greoe. I was in the Navy. 

Mr. Kunzic. The Navy. When you were in the Navy, were you a 
member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Greaa. I decline to answer that question on the same grounds 
as prey iously stated. 

Mr. Kunzic. I have no further questions, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Vetpr. Mr. Frazier ? 

Mr. Frazrer. No questions. 

Mr. Vewpe. Just one. What was your occupation up until the 
time that you became unemployed ? 

Mr. GGRI GG. | worked on the railroad. 

Mr. Verne. What kind of work on the railroad / 

Mr. Greoe. Laborer. 

Mr. VFLDE. Vhat’s all the questions that | hay > Tl e WIthess 1S 
dismissed, and Mr. Counsel, will you call your next witness ? 

Mr. Kunzic. Don Wollam. 

Mr. Vetpr. Will vou raise your right hand and be sworn, please ? 

In the testimony that vou are about to give before this subeommittee 
do you solemnly swear that you will tell the truth, the whole truth, 
and nothng but the truth, so help you God 4 

Mr. Wottam. I do. 

Mr. Kunzic. Would you state your full name, please, Mr. Wollam ? 
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TESTIMONY OF DONALD M. WOLLAM, ACCOMPANIED BY HIS 
ATTORNEY, IRVIN GOODMAN 


Mr. Wottam. My name is Donald M. Wollam. W-o-l-l-a-m. 

Mr. Kunzic. Would counsel please state his name and office address 
for the record ¢ 

Mr. Goopman. My name is Irvin Goodman, Portland Trust Build- 
ing, city. 

Mr. Kunzie. Thank you, Mr. Goodman. Mr. Wollam, what is your 
present address, sir ? 

Mr. Woittam. Mr. Kunzig, I refuse to answer that question on the 
first, under the fourth amendment because I believe that counsel is 
aware that people who have given their address over this microphone 
both here and in Seattle have had their homes threatened. I have a 
wife and family at home who I don’t propose to put in jeopardy be 
cause of any action I may take here. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. Just shorten it up. 

Mr. Vetpr. You may state your legal grounds. 

Mr. Woxttiam. I don’t like your question, Mr. Kunzig, and I will 
certainly not surrender to you any right that I may have to—— 

Mr. Veupr. You may state your legal grounds, young man, but 
we're not going to listen to another tirade. Do you have contempt in 
your heart, when you approach the witness stand, do you have con 
tempt in your heart for this committee of your United States Congress ? 

Mr. Wouuam. I refuse to answer that question on the grounds of 
the fifth amendment, the decision of United States judge, James Alger 
Fee, in the case of United States versus 

Mr. Vewpe. It is apparent that this witness is trying to filibuster. 
We iust can’t have that, as I pointed out the other day. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully request, in order that 
the record may be clear and that the witness be warned that there is 
possible contempt here that he be directed to answer the question as 
to, that I have just asked, as to his address. 

Mr. Vetpr. Yes. You are certainly directed to answer that question. 

Mr. Wortam. Mr. Chairman, I ask to continue my reasons for not 
answering that question. 

Mr. Veiner. You have already stated sufliciently the grounds. Now 
do you refuse to answer ¢ 

Mr. Wotiam. I have only stated the fourth amendment. 

Mr. Vetor. Do you refuse to answer upon direction the question 
as to your address / 

Mr. Wortam. I do refuse to answer that question. First on the 
erounds that I have just stated under the fourth amendment to the 
Constitution. Secondly I refuse to answer again on the grounds that 
I have just stated regarding the Alger Fee decision. I refuse to further 
answer that question under the Ist, the 5th, the 9th, and the 14th 
amendments to the Constitution of the United States and any other 
sections of the Constitution that may apply, and also the constitution 
of the State of Oregon. 

Now this may be funny to you, Mr. Kunzig. 

Mr. Kuwnzig. It is not funny. 

Mr. Vevpr. It is very, very serious. 

Mr. Kuwzie. It is very, very serious. 
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Mr. Veupr. You are the one who is taking this as being funny. 

Mr. Woxixam. I certainly have no intentions- 

Mr. Veutpr. Proceed to ask the questions, Mr. Counsel. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. You will understand now, Mr. Wollam, so that yout 
hlibustering may be cut off, we will understand and make sure that 
your rights are protected. Any time that you refuse to answer we will 
understand that it is on the grounds of the fifth amendment. 

Now, Mr. Wollam, what is your present employment‘ I am asking 
that question very seriously. 

Mr. Wotiam. And I will give you a very serious answer. 

Mr. Kuwzic. Thank you. 

Mr. Wottam. Mr. Kunzig, I refuse to answer it not just on the fifth 
amendment, as you stated that you would understand my refusals 
would be based upon, but upon all of the grounds that I have previ- 
ously stated. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. All right. Mr. Chairman, may I ask you to please 
direct the witness to answer the question as to where he is presently 
employed. 

Mr. Vetpr. Yes; you are directed to answer the question as to your 
employment at the present time. 

Mr. Wottam. I refuse to answer the question upon the grounds of 
the first and fifth amendment to the Consitution of the United States 
pursuant to article 1, section 10, Constitution of Oregon, which pro 
vides in part; that every man shall have 

Mr. Vevpe. Isn’t your refusal 

Mr. Wotiam (continuing). Remedy by due course of law for in- 
jury done him—— 

Mr. Vetpr. Will the witness listen to me for just a minute? Is 
your refusal to answer based upon the same reasons that you gave 
before? Is that right? 

Mr. Woittam. My refusal to answer is based upon the reason that 
I just gave plus all else that I have pled here, and I beg leave, Mr. 
Chairman, I beg leave— 

Mr. Vewpr. All right, proceed, Mr. Counsel. 

Mr. Kunzic. Now Mr. Wollam, the next question is as follows: Did 
you ever attend elementary school and if so where / 

(Witness confers with counsel. ) 

Mr. Wotiam. Mr. Chairman, in the dissenting opinions of Justices 
Douglas, Black, and Frankfurter the line of demarcation 

Mr. Verpr. Young man, we are not going to listen to a long 
diatribe or a lot of advice on what the law is, as far as the Supreme 
Court decisions are concerned. Either answer the questions or refuse 
to answer. I will say this that if you will answer the questions as 
put to you by our counsel, then you might have the opportunity to go 
ahead and expl: \in the law or anything that you want to. but you must 
first of all give us the courtesy of giving us an answer. By that I mean 
an answer of yes or no. 

Mr. Wottam. I have refused to answer the question Mr. Chairman 
and I ask you for the courtesy of being permitted to state my reasons. 

Mr. Veutpr. You have stated the reasons. 

Mr. Woxiam. I think these reasons are quite important. They are 
very imports int to me. 

Mr. Veiner. Will you proceed, Mr. Counsel ? 
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Mr. Kunzic. Mr. Chairman, I think that we also ought to note 
that he was citing the dissenting opinion. This committee usually 
tries to follow the majority opinion of the Supreme Court. 

Now on the last question you have refused. Now let me ask you 
this. Mr. Chairman, I have forgotten the record. Have you directed 
him to answer the question as to whether he went to the elementary 
school or not? 

Mr. Veipr. No. 

Mr. Kunzic. Would you please direct him ? 

Mr. Vetpr. You are directed to answer the question as to where 
you attended elementary school, or whether you attended elementary 
school. 

Mr. Kunzic. The question was where you attended and where was 
the exact way that I put it. 

Mr. Wortiam. Mr. Chairman, in view of the fact that I have no way 
of knowing as what time when I answer a question I will be waiving 
my rights to refuse to answer further questions that I know will fol- 
low from this committee, and since I have no intention of becoming 
a member of your stable of stool pigeons I am going to stand upon my 
constitutional rights and decline to answer the question upon the 
grounds of the first and fifth amendments and—— 

Mr. Vetpe. Now we are not going to listen to any more of this 
diatribe such as calling us a stable of stool pigeons. I am sure that your 
mother wouldn’t appreciate your saying something like that and | 
im sure that the rest of the decent people in this area don’t appre- 
‘late your making such wild and absurd and ridiculous statements, 
ind so we are not going to listen toanything further. 

Counsel, do you have any other important questions that you want 
to ask this witness ? 
Mr. Kuwnzie. Just a few more, Mr. Chairman. 
to have a full opportunity to answer these questions. 
Did you ever attend high school. Mr. Wollam ? 

(Witness confers with counsel.) 

Mr. Wottam. As an overseas war veteran, Mr. Chairman; 11 months 
n German prison camp, I stand upon the Constitution of the United 
state s.th »>Same proy isions that I cited earl er. 

Mr. Kt NZI1G. N \ d ad you ever attend college, Mr. Wollam ? Mr 
Chairman, will you please direct the witness to answer that question ? 

Mr. Veupr. Yes, vou are directed 


I want this witness 


to answer the question as to 
our—was it high school? Was that the last question ? 

Mr. Kunzic. Yes. high school. The question exactly as it appears 
n the record, 


Mr. Wotnam. And I will again decline to answer and on the same 
rrounds that I gave before. And I might add, Mr. Chairman, that 
f you are interested— 

Mr. Kunzia. Did you ever attend college ? 

Mr. Wotutam. The same answer and the same reason. 

Mr. Kunze. I respectfully request that the witness be directed, 
Mr. Chairman, to answer the question. 

Mr. Vetpr. Yes. vou are directed to answer. 

Mr. Woxruam. I refuse to answer, Mr. Chairman, same reason. 

Mr. Kunzic. Now you said that you were an overseas veteran and 
vou were in the Armed Forces of the United States. Were you in 
rye (rmy, 01 the Navy, or the Marines, or what ? 
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Mr. Wottam. I was inthe Army. 

Mr. Kunzic. And what was the highest rank or grade that you 
achieved 2 

Mr. Wotan. Private, first class. 

Mr. Kuwnzia. Private, first class. Now were you a member of the 
Communist Party when you were a private, first class, in the United 
States Army / 

(Witness confers with counsel. ) 

Mr. Wottam. Will you repeat that question please ¢ 

Mr. Kunzia. Would the reporter please repeat it / 

(The record was read by the reporter as follows :) 

Now were you a member of the Communist Party when you were a private, 
first class, in the United States Army? 

Mr. Wotuam. I refuse to answer that question on the grounds of 
the fifth amendment and the decision of the United States Judge James 
Alger Fee in the case of the United States v. Johnson (76 supp. 538, 
yp. 540,541). LTalso invoke the first. fourth, ninth—— 

Mr. Kunzic. We understand that you invoke those. 

Mr. Wottam (continuing). 10, 14th, the whole works. 

Mr. Kunztc. That is perfectly clear to us now and you know that 
it is perfectly clear and there is no necessity to say anything more. 

Now have you Lan been a member of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Woitam. I will answer all such inquiries as to my association 
with people, as to my religious or my political beliefs, or aftiliations and 
so forth with hese refusals and with these reasons. I don’t feel that 
vou have any right, and I again cite the decision of Judge James Alger 
Fee. 

Mr. Kunzic. We understand that citation now. Now let me ask 
vou, are you now a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. VELDE. Let the record show that counsel is pointing to what is 
apparently a prepared answer to that question and directing the wit 
ness to answer the questions according to certain printed material 
which he is holding before him. 

(Witness confers with counsel. ) 

Mr. Wor LAM, | understand that I am allowed counsel even though 
counsel isn’t permitted to address the com mittee. I can see no harm 
in his being of what small he ‘Ips you pe rmit counsel to be at one of these 
hearings. 

lam voing to refuse to answer that last question on the erounds that 
I just gave based on the grounds of the fifth amendment and the deci 
sion of Judge James Alger Fee in the case of (/nited States v. Johnso 
(76 supp.. pp. 538, 540, 541). 

Mr. Kuwnzia. All right, I understand. 

Mr. Wottam. Also, all the other 

Mr. Kunzic. Now we will go right on and let me ask you if it isn’t 
true, and [ repeat what you said a little earlier that we don’t consider 
this to be funny at all, isn’t it true that you are today—this very minute 
as you are sitting here in this courtroom of the United States court 
house before the Congress of the United States of America—a section 
organizer of District 11 Committee of the State of Oregon ( ‘ommunist 
Party right now in 1954? Isn’t that correct ? 

Mr. Worriam. I refuse to answer that question on all the grounds I 
just cave Mr. Chairman. 
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Mr. Kunzic. Mr. Wollam, have you ever been engaged in. any 
espionage activities against the Unites 1 States / 

(Witness confers with counsel.) 

Mr. Wottam. I consider that to be a trap question, Mr. Kunzig, and 
I will give you the same answer that I have given you on all of the 
other questions that are in that line. 

Mr. Kuwzic. Now just let me refute something that you said a few 
moments earlier. This does not involve associations, personnel, 
friends, religious beliefs, any of those things that you have bait talk- 
ing about. This involves loyalty to the United States of America 
and your behavior with regard to espionage. Have you ever been 
involved in any espionage activities? I ask you once again. 

Mr. WoLttam. Same question, same answer. 

Mr. Kuwnzie. I think it is perfectly obvious the position of this wit- 
ness, Mr.Chairman. No further questions. 

Mr. Vevpe. Mr. Frazier? 

Mr. Frazier. No questions. 

Mr. Vetpr. I must say that by your conduct here you have cer- 
tainly destroyed my faith in you as a witness and you as an Ameri- 
can citizen in refusing to give up any information whatsoever which 
might help us. With that you are excused from the witness stand 
and discharged from your subpena. 

Mr. Wottam. Could I have an opportunity to answer your last state- 
ment, Mr. Chairman ? 

Mr. Vetpr. No; you are dismissed. 

Mr. Kunzia. William Earle Lewis. 

Mr. Veiner. Will you raise your right hand and be sworn ? 

In the testimony that you are about to give before this subcommittee 
do you solemnly swear that you will tell the truth, the whole truth, 


and nothing but the truth. so help you God ? 
Mr. Lewis. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF WILLIAM EARLE LEWIS, ACCOMPANIED BY HIS 
ATTORNEY, NELS PETERSON 


Mr. Vevpr. Be seated. 

Mr. Lewis. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully request that I be not tele- 
\ ised. 

Mr. Vevpre. Again I regretfully request the television cameras 
(o desist from televising the witness as he is giving his testimony. 

Mr. Kunzic. Mr. Lewis, would you please state your full name for 
the record ? 

Mr. Lewis. William Earle Lewis. 

Mr. Kunzia. Will counsel please state his name for the record and 
the office address? 

Mr. Pererson. Nels Peterson, Loyalty Building, Portland, Oreg. 

Mr. Kunzic. Will you spell your full name please, the witness first 2 

Mr. Lewis. William Earle Lewis, the middle name with an “e” at 
the end. 

Mr. Kunzic. E-a-r-l-e, and how do you spell Lewis? 

Mr. Lewis. L-e-w-i-s. 

Mr. Kunzic. Now would counsel please spell his name for the 
record ? 


Mr. Pererson. Nels, N-e-l-s P-e-t-e-r-s-o-n. 
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Mr. Kunzig. Thank you, Mr. Peterson. 

Mr. Pererson. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Kunzic. Mr. Lewis, what is your present residence, sir? 

Mr. Lewis. It is 3316 Northwest Vaughn, V-a-u-g-h-n, Portland 
10, Oreg. 

Mr. Kunzic. And your employment? 

Mr. Lewis. It is a matter of doubt at the moment but I had been 
employed with a trucking firm, office work. 

Mr. Kunzic. Trucking firm? What is the name and address of 
the trucking firm ? 

Mr. Lewis. May I confer with counsel, please / 

Mr. Kuwnzic. Please do. 

(Witness confers with counsel.) 

Mr. Lewis. Mitchell Brothers Truck Lines, 2300 Northwest 30th 
Avenue, Portland 10, Oreg. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. Mr. Lewis, have you ever been a member of the Com- 
munist Party ¢ 

(Witness confers with counsel.) 

Mr. Lewis. Mr. Chairman, I refuse to give an answer on the fol- 
lowing grounds and for the reason as follows: First, as an invasion of 
rights guaranteed under the first amendment of the Constitution of 
the United States of freedom of speech, press, religion, and assembly ; 
second, invoking my rights and privileges provided for under the 4th, 
9th, 10th, and 14th amendments to the Constitution of the United 
States and the constitution of the State of Oregon respecting substan- 
tive and procedural due process, freedom of conscience, speech, assem 
bly, and elections; third, invoking my rights and privileges under the 
5th amendment to the Constitution of the United States guaranteeing 
that I shall not be compelled to be a witness against myself nor that 
1 be deprived of liberty or property without due process of law. 

Mr. Kunzic. Were you a member of the John Reed Club of the 
Communist Party ? 

Mr. Lewis. With your permission, Mr. Counsel, to such further in- 
quiries may I suggest 

Mr. Kunzia. “Same answer.” 

Mr. Lewis. “Same answer.” Thank you. 

Mr. Kunzic. I will understand when you say “same answer” that 
you are refusing to answer on the grounds that you have just given 
to us. 

Mr. Lewis. Thank you, Mr. Counsel. 

Mr. Kunzic. Have you ever been a student at Reed College? 

Mr. Lewis. May I confer with counsel please ? 

Mr. Kunzia. Yes. 

(Witness confers with counsel.) 

Mr. Lewrs. Just as an aside, Mr. Chairman, would it be in order 
just as, and without being facetious, please, a point of information ? 

Mr. Kunzic. About what ? 

Mr. Lewis. I was wondering, sir, if at this time, I am not familiar 
with the setup, I was wondering if Reed College is now or will shortly 
be on the Attorney General’s list ? 

Mr. Kunzia. That is obviously a facetious and an insulting answer, 
Mr. Chairman. We have made very clear, and the chairman has made 
it very clear and I have said it again and again here that in these 
questions that we have been asking that we have a right to ask and 
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always ask at all places the educational background, the employment 
background, of witnesses. It just happens that a great deal—— 

Mr. Vetpe. What was the organization that he was referring to? 

Mr. Kunzie. Mr. Chairman, he asked whether Reed College was 
going to be put on the subversive list of the Attorney General and 
we were explaining that no sueh— 

Mr. Veupe. Yes; I agree with you. I didn’t understand his 
Statement. 

Mr. Kunzic. Itisa facetious answer. 

Mr. Vewpr. Yes; that is a facetious answer whether you say it 
Is or not. q 

Mr. Kunzic. Obviously, there is no such thing even being contem- 
plated or even talked about. Now just answer the question very 
S mply. Have you ever beet a student at Reed College ? 

(Witness confers with counsel.) 

Mr. Lewis. I must decline on the same previous grounds please. 

Mr. Kunzic. Now, nt it a fact that you were club chairman of 
a Communist group o1 the Reed Collea campus during the time that 
vou were there / 

Mr. Lewis. I respectfully submit, Mr. Counsel, that I decline for 
the same reasons as prey iously stated. 

Mr. Kunzic. Were you ever a member of the State committee of 
the Progressive Party ¢ 

Mr. Lewis. I decline for the same reason, Mr. Counsel. 

Mr. Kunzic. Are you now a member of the Communist Party / 

Mr. Lewis. I must decline to answer that statement, Mr. Chairman 
and Mr. Counsel] for the same reason. 

Mr. Kunzic. Now as a matter of fact, you were in the Armed Forces 
of the United States: were vou not / 

Mr. Lewis. Yes. sir: that is correct. 

Mr. Ky N ZIG. And you ha a wood record in the Armed Forces and 
I believe were decorated: is that correct 7 

Mr. Lewis. That is correct. 

Mr. Kunzic. Were vou a Communist when you were in the Armed 
Forces of the United States? 

Mr. Lewis. I must decline to answer that question, sir, for the same 
reasons as prey lousy stated. 

Mr. Kunze. T have no further questions Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Vetpr. Do you have any further questions / 

Mr. Frazer. No questions. 

Mr. Verne. No furthe questions here. The witness is discharged 
from his subpena and is discharged at this time. 

Mr. Kunzia. I have no further witnesses Mr. Chairman to call before 
this cor mittee. 

Mr. Lewis, you can sign the voucher. 

Mr. Verpr. Mr. Lewis, you can sign your voucher here. 

Mr. Kunzia. That is perfectly all right. You can sign your voucher 
here. 

Mr. Vetpr. During the past 2 days this subcommittee of the House 
Committee on Un-American Activities has held hearings in Portland, 
Oreg.. to publics ascertain the efforts and suecess of Communist infil- 
tration into the Northwest area of the United States. particularly in 
this city of Portland, Oreg 
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During the course of this hearing the subcommittee has had the 
benefit of the testimony of Mr. Homer Owen, Mrs. Barbara Hartle. and 
Mr. Robert Canon. Mrs. Barbara Hartle was one of the first witnesses 
to appear here yesterday and gave a very clear picture of the Com 
munist infiltration in the Northwest area. Mrs. Barbara Hartle was 
a witness we brought down here from Se: attle veste dk ay in the cus stody 
of the United States marshal, as she had been convicted of a violation 
of the Smith Act, and was one of the Smith Act defendants tried 1 
Seattle recent ly. 

Her testimony, in my opinion, indicated very clearly that there is 
a hard core of the Communist P arty operating in the Northwest area 
of the United States. Her testimony further indicated that there is 

t hard core of the Communist P arty operating here in the State of 
Ghaaen. 

Mr. Homer Owen, Mr. Robert Canon, both gave us a great deal of 
information about the techniques of the Communist Party, the mem 
bership of the Communist Party, during their membership in that 
party. 

The testimony of these individuals has added materially to the 
information which the committee is directed to secure for the Con- 
cress of the United States. 

The committee has also had 14 other witnesses who, if they had so 
chosen, could have also assisted the Congress and thereby the people 
of the United States. I do not want to make any claim that because 
a person refuses to answer questions upon constitutional grounds that 
he is a Communist. I feel, however, that the people attending the 
hearings here, and watching and listening to it, may draw their own 
cone lusions as to the prese nt loy: alty of suc h people. 

I do want to, on behalf of Mr. Frazier and myself and the other 
members of the committee who are not here, express my apprec lation, 
the committee’s appreciation, to the very fine people of this city for 

their courtesy and cooperation. Especially would I like to thank 
Judge C laude McColloch for the use of this lovely courtroom and 
all of his staff and assistants, also to thank United States Marshal 
Harold Sexton and his fine staff for the assistance in investigation 
and for maintaining order in the hearing room. 

I want to say to the physical audience present today that we have 
had no outbreaks from the audience. For that the Chair and the com 
mittee is appreciative. 

And then to the Portland city police, partic warly Capt. Bill Brown 
and Detective Bob Beaubelle. They have helped us materially in 
investigative work and they have assisted our staff in all ways possible 
and have, in addition to that, provided members of the committee and 
staff of the committee with transportation here and there through- 
out the city while we have been here, and I do want to thank you very 
much. 

And I also want to express my appreciation to Sheriff Terry D. 
Schrunk. It seems that Terry had the fortune, or the misfortune, 
to be in the Navy with my ol ler brother and we were very happy to 
meet here in Portland and visit awhile. 
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Do you have anything further, Mr. Frazier, to mention ¢ 

Mr. Frazier. Well, Mr. Chairman, I just want to join with you 
and thank the people of Portland for the very cordial reception and 
for their cooperation while the committee was here. 

Mr. Vewtpre. With that, the committee will stand in adjournment 
until further call of the Chair. 

(Whereupon at 4:10 p. m., June 19, 1954 the committee adjourned 
subject to call of the Chair. ) 
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